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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church, 
Kinsbourne Green, on Monday 16 September 2019 starting at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Mrs Ayres (Vice-Chairman), Mrs Bell, Holder and 
Randall. 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Barrett 

 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

 

1. Chairman 

Councillor Mrs Ayres in the Chair. The Clerk reported that Councillor Barrett was 

unwell and so unable to attend the meeting. The Parish Council asked that its best 

wishes be passed to Councillor Barrett for a speedy recovery.  

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 

Councillor Randall declared an interest in planning application 5/2019/1535. 

 

3. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 20 May 2019 were approved. 

 

4. Matters Arising 

There were no obvious matters 

  

5. Cheque Authorisations and review of expenditure 

The Clerk said that Parish Council expenditure to date during the financial year 

totalled £3487 against budgeted income of £5,000. Most items of expenditure were 

tracking budget. The most significant variation related to the forthcoming tree 

work, in that while £500 had been set aside, the actual cost would be £912. In 

respect of other variances, TBS Hygiene had altered the timing of their quarterly 

payments which meant there would be five payments in the current financial year 

rather than four. Election expenses and insurance were lower than budget and 

there was no longer a need to purchase security software in the current year. The 

training budget of £200 remained unspent. Councillor Randall noted that payroll 

costs were ahead of budget. 

It was RESOLVED that  

(i) the financial information submitted to each meeting should in future show 

expenditure against budget in addition to the existing information. 
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(ii) the Clerk notify Councillors Bell and Randall of any forthcoming training 

courses for new Councillors as run by HAPTC 

 

(iii) the Clerk identify the cost of installing a third dog waste bin on the 

Common and the associated dog waste collection costs 

 

 The following cheques were approved and authorised. 

 Cheque Description £ 

(i) 100621 Townsend Nursery – grass cuts May and June 2019 112.80 

(ii) 100622 TBS Hygiene – dog waste collection April to June 2019 93.60 

(iii) 100623 Expenses to June 2019 plus gift for auditor 90.92 

(iv) 100624 Tax on Clerk’s salary – April to June 2019 114.20 

(v) 100625 Clerk’s salary April to June 2019 457.57 

(vi) 100626 Townsend Nursery – grass cut 22 June 2019 56.40 

(vii) 100627 St Albans District Council election expenses 26.50 

(viii) 100628 Townsend Nursery – grass cut July 2019 56.40 

(ix) 100629 Townsend Nursery – grass cut August 2019 56.40 

(x) 100630 Clerk’s salary July to September 2019 457.37 

(xi) 100631 Tax on Clerk’s salary July to September 2019 114.40 

(xii) 100632 TBS Hygiene – dog waste collection July to Sept 2019 93.60 

(xiii) 100633 Franks Forestry – pending tree work on common land 912.00 

(xiv) 100634 Royal British Legion – Remembrance Day wreath 17.00 

(xv) 100635 St Nicholas PCC – room hire 10.00 

 

6. Tree work on triangle of common land 

 

The Clerk reminded the meeting that subsequent to the last meeting he had 

obtained two quotes for tree work on the triangle of common land rented by the 

Parish council and that the quote from Franks Forestry had been agreed via email. 

The work would take place on Thursday 26 September 2019. 

 

The Clerk said that he had notified Hertfordshire Highways and Townsend Nursery. 

Councillor Mrs Ayres had notified the landowner. The Clerk circulated a note he 

had drafted to local residents advising them of the tree works, and Councillor 

Holder agreed to circulate these. 

 

Councillor Randall noted that while the Clerk’s email address appeared at the 

head of the note, there was no telephone number. The Clerk said that the Parish 

Council did not have a dedicated phone number or mobile phone. A Parish mobile 

telephone could be provided for a relatively small cost. 
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Councillor Holder updated the meeting on the problem of refuse vehicles using the 

unmade track at the rear of properties in Luton Road with the associated damage 

to trees and the track. It had now been agreed by the District Council that refuse 

vehicles could no longer use the track and that residents would be required to 

leave rubbish and recycling at the front of their properties. An instruction would 

be sent by the District Council to Veolia UK, the company that operated the 

vehicles. 

 

7. London Luton Airport  

The Clerk said that as requested and subsequent to the last meeting, he had 

submitted an objection to St Albans District Council regarding the consultative 

planning application 5/2019/2018. This was to vary condition 10 of planning 

permission 15/00950/VARCON for a temporary period (to end June 2024) to enable 

the area enclosed by the 57dba daytime noise contour to increase from 19.4 sq km 

to 23.4 sq km. 

 

8. Application for an incinerator plant at East Hyde 

 

The Parish Council noted that no planning application for the proposed incinerator 

plant had been received to date.  

 

9. Planning applications and decisions to September 2019 

 

The Parish Council considered a list of pending planning applications to early 

September 2019. There was discussion of the objection made by the Parish Council 

to application 5/2019/1535 at Maison Rose, Kinsbourne Green. The Clerk said that 

a decision on this application still awaited. 

 

It was noted that application 5/2019/0719 for the change of use of former 

agricultural buildings to five dwellings at Turners Hall Farm, had been approved. 

  

 

10. Bank Mandate 

 

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Randall be added to the Parish Council bank 

mandate. 

 

Councillor Mrs Ayres agreed to progress this. 

 

11. St Albans and District Association of Local Councils 

 

The Clerk summarised the role of the Association and said that he would circulate 

a copy of the minutes of the last meeting of the Association held on 31 July 2019. 

It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 15 October 2019 at London 

Colney. The Chairman normally attended meetings although Councillor Mrs Ayres 

had also attended the July meeting. 
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12. Risk Review 

 

The Clerk said that he planned to deal with this item at the next meeting, along 

with updated financial regulations.  

 

 

13. Remembrance Day Service 

 

It was noted that the Chairman planned to attend the Harpenden Remembrance 

Day Parade and Service on Sunday 10 November 2019. A wreath had been ordered. 

 

 

14. Date of next meeting 

 

It was RESOLVED that the next meeting be held on Monday 13 January 2020, 

subject to the Chairman being available. 

 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.35 pm 

 

 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman  

      

 

 

 


