
1 

 

HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in St Mary’s Church Hall, on Monday 17 

September 2018 starting at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Barrett (Chairman), Mrs Ayres and Mrs Bell. 

Apology for absence: Councillor Newby-Ricci 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk)  

 

1. Declarations of interest 

No interests were declared. 

 

2. Minutes 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 14 May 2018 were approved. 

 

3. Matters Arising 

Minute 5 – Banking Arrangements 

It was hoped that Councillor Holder had now been added to the Bank Mandate. 

Minute 15 – Access road to the rear of properties in Luton Road 

The Clerk said that he had been unable to make any further progress on this 

subject. It was looking unlikely that the Parish Council had ever entered into a 

tenancy agreement with the current landowner for the triangle of Common land as 

no agreement had been found. St Albans City and District Council had offered to 

search for the signed Parish Council minutes prior to 1979, but the Clerk said he 

was not optimistic that this would be successful. What seemed very clear was that 

residents of Luton Road were entitled to access to the rear of their properties by 

driving across Common land, as a vehicular right of way could be acquired by long 

usage (Bakewell Management Ltd v Brandwood 2004) 

 

4. Internal Audit – Report on the Year Ending 31 March 2018 

The Clerk said that the audit for 2017/18 had been completed and that the 

statutory documentation had been uploaded to the Parish website in accordance 

with the Transparency Code. 

HW Controls and Assurance had raised two small issues. The first was a typo in the 

Parish Council minutes of 26 March 2018, where a payment to Townsend Nursery 

and Garden Centre had been shown as £350, whereas the invoice, cheque stub, 

accounts and bank statement correctly showed that as £300. Second, the Accounts 

showed bank charges and loyalty rewards as income and expenditure respectively, 

whereas in the previous year the amount had been netted off. The Accounts had 

been restated to reflect that. 
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The Clerk said that ideally, the internal audit would take place prior to the Parish 

Council approving the Accounts at the May meeting, as that would avoid any need 

to restate accounts. However, that had not proved practical in the past as the gap 

between the year end of 31 March and the May meeting was insufficient. This was 

not helped by the fact that the internal auditors were based in Hampshire. 

It was noted that St Michael Parish Council used a local auditor which allowed for 

the audit to be turned around more quickly and cheaply. This individual was 

willing to conduct the Harpenden Rural audit 

It was RESOLVED that  

(i)the minutes of the 26 March 2018 meeting be amended to show a payment to 

Townsend Nursery and Garden Centre of £300 rather than £350. 

(ii) the Clerk submit a cv of St Michael Parish Council’s auditor to the next meeting 

(iii) Councillor Mrs Bell approach the auditors of the Spring Road management 

company to ascertain their interest. 

 

5. Cheque Authorisations and review of expenditure 

The Parish Council noted that expenditure to date during the financial year 

totalled £3,910 against income of £4,759. The Clerk said that £500 had been 

budgeted to buy and install a new bench to replace the broken one near 

Kinsbourne Green Lane. Following discussion, it was agreed that this expenditire 

be deferred as the bench location was far from ideal.  The Chairman said that he 

had discussed and agreed the website maintenance payment with the Vice- 

Chairman in advance of the work being undertaken. The following cheques were 

approved and authorised. 

 Cheque Description £ 

(i) 100596 HAPTC – training course 40.00 

(ii) 100597 Townsend Nursery – grass cuts 110.40 

(iii) 100598 TBS Hygiene dog waste collection April to June 82.68 

(iv) 100599 HW Controls and Assurance – internal audit 433.20 

(v) 100600 Townsend Nursery - grass cut 55.20 

(vi) 100601 J Reading - Website maintenance/update 250.00 

(vii) 100602 St Nicholas PCC room hire 15.00 

 

6. Harpenden Neighbourhood Plan - Update 

The Chairman said that he had attended a meeting of the Steering Group on 4 

September when it was reported that the Independent Examiner had reviewed the 

Plan and suggested a number of modifications. Members of the Steering Group 

were due to consider and feedback views by 17 September, although the 

Harpenden Town Clerk had indicated that he was agreeable to all the 

modifications proposed. The next step would be for St Albans District Council to 

agree to the Referendum on the Neighbourhood Plan by 26 October 2018, which 

would then have to be held within 56 days i.e. 21 December 2018. The proposed 

incinerator plant (Minute 9) would not affect the Neighbourhood Plan. 
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It was agreed that it would not be advisable to hold a referendum too close to 

Christmas because of the adverse impact on turnout. The Harpenden Society would 

be arranging a public meeting to publicise the Plan. 

 

7. St Albans District Plan Consultation 

The Chairman reported that the District Council’s Plan was currently out for 

consultation with a closing date of 17 October 2018. He had a copy of the 

documents which any Parish Councillor was welcome to borrow. 

 

8. London Luton Airport expansion proposals 

It was reported that London Luton Airport had said that it believed the airport 

could handle up to 36-38 million passengers a year from 2050 using the existing 

runway.  This was approximately double the current number of passengers. The 

airport had initiated an early stage consultation which had closed on 31 August 

2018. The next step would be a statutory consultation in 2019. It was noted that a 

meeting on this subject had been convened by the Harpenden Society in May. Most 

of the 130 persons present had opposed the expansion on grounds of noise and 

increased congestion. 

 

9. Planning Application for incinerator plant at East Hyde. 

The Clerk said that he had registered the Parish Council’s interest in the proposed 

application and had asked to be kept informed of the planning process, which fell 

within the jurisdiction of Central Bedfordshire District Council. It was also on the 

front page of the Parish website. A formal application was due to be submitted in 

September. Councillor Mrs Ayres reported on a meeting she and Councillor Holder 

attended on this subject at East Hyde on 8 September. It was noted that Luton 

Borough Council was not supporting the proposal. 

 

10. Planning applications and decisions to September 2018 

The Parish Council considered a list of planning applications and decisions to 

September 2018. There were considered to be no significant matters. 

 

11. Traffic on roads in Kinsbourne Green 

The Chairman said that he had written to the Inspector Roche (copied to all Parish 

Councillors) about the increasing problem of speeding traffic in the narrow parish 

roads, suggesting that the police CCTV vehicle in Hatching Green alternate with 

Kinsbourne Green. The junction with Annables Lane and Kinsbourne Green Lane 

was dangerous and there had been several accidents caused by speeding motorists. 

The Chairman said he had taken some time to cut back overgrown hedgerows. 

While no reply had been received, the Chairman said had met the Police 

Community Support Officer at Redbourn when the message had been that it was 

for local residents, with support and equipment provided, to monitor traffic 

speeds with hand held cameras. 
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12. Parish Council website 

The Clerk reported on the recently updated website and in particular drew 

attention to the fact that addresses, personal email addresses and telephone 

numbers had been removed, although it was still possible for residents and others 

to email the Clerk and Parish Councillors. Individual personal information could be 

added back in should any Parish Councillor request this. These changes had been 

made with GDPR in mind. 

 

13. Risk Review 

The Clerk said that the Parish Council was required to undertake an annual risk 

review and that this had historically been a short discussion at the March meeting. 

However, it was probably more appropriate is this was conducted in a more formal 

way going forward with a written paper. The Clerk had provided the Chairman with 

the passwords for the website, parish email address, HMRC, and website hosting 

company as part of his thinking on risk mitigation. 

 

14. SADALC meeting held on 17 July 2018 and forthcoming meeting on 17 October 

The Chairman reported on the meeting of the Association held on 17 July and said 

that he planned to attend the next meeting on 17 October. 

 

15. Remembrance Day 2018 

The Chairman reported that he had accepted an invitation from the Town Mayor to 

attend, on behalf of Harpenden Rural Parish Council, the Remembrance Day 

service followed by a Beacon of Light ceremony on Harpenden Common. 

 

16. Premises in Kinsbourne Green 

The Chairman reported on some inquiries he had made, following receipt of a 

letter, about premises in Kinsbourne Green. There appeared to be no evidence to 

justify concern. 

 

17. Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held on Monday 14 January 2019 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.55 pm 

 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman  

      

 


