
1 

 

HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

Minutes of a meeting of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held in St Mary’s 
Church Hall, on Monday 14 May 2018 starting at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Mrs Ayres (Chairman), Barrett, Mrs Bell, Holder 
and Newby-Ricci. 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk)  

 

1. Appointment of Chairman 

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Barrett be appointed Chairman of the Parish 

Council for the ensuing year. 

 

2. Appointment of Vice-Chairman 

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs Ayres be appointed Vice-Chairman of the 

Parish Council for the ensuing year. Councillor Barrett, on behalf of the Council, 

thanked Councillor Ayres for her work as Chairman over the previous year and for 

stepping into that role at short notice. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest 

No interests were declared 

 

4. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 26 March 2018 were approved. 

 

5. Matters Arising 

Minute 3 – Banking Arrangements 

The Clerk said that Barclays Bank had advised him that Councillor Holder needed 

to take some identification into a branch before he could be added to the bank 

mandate. 

Minute 8 – General Data Protection Regulations 

The Clerk said that further to his recent email, an amendment to the new Data 

Protection regulations meant it was not now necessary for the Parish Council to 

appoint a Data Protection Officer (DPO). Further information from the Data 

Protection Centre was awaited, but it seemed sensible to pay for a data protection 

audit to ensure that the Parish Council was compliant. Security software had now 

been installed on the Parish laptop. 
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6. Certificate of Exemption from a Limited Assurance Review 

The Clerk said that it was no longer necessary for the Parish Council to undergo a 

limited assurance review by the external auditors, as long as the Parish Council 

certified itself as exempt. There were a number of other requirements for 

exemption, all of which were met by the Parish Council. In addition, the Parish 

Council had to comply with the Transparency Code for small authorities by 

publishing certain information, including the Exemption Certificate, on the Parish 

Council website by 2 July 2018. 

It was RESOLVED that the Chairman and Parish Clerk sign a Certificate of 

Exemption for submission to P K Littlejohn LLP, the External auditors. 

 

7. Annual Governance Statement 2017/18 

The Parish Council considered the Annual Governance Statement 2017/18. Each 

section of the Statement was reviewed and it was agreed that each section should 

be marked ‘yes’ apart from point 9 which was not applicable. 

It was RESOLVED that the Annual Governance Statement 2017/18 be approved. 

 

8. Accounting Statements 2017/18 

The Parish Council considered the 2017/18 draft financial statements. 

It was noted that receipts were about £550 greater than expenditure, mainly due 

to the fact that it had not proved necessary to replace the Parish noticeboard and 

money allocated for updating the Parish website had not been spent. Also, the 

transparency funding of £258.72 would be spend in 2018/19. The precept had been 

frozen for the current year. 

It was RESOLVED that the Accounts of Harpenden Rural Parish Council for the year 

ended 31 March 2018 be approved and that the Chairman be authorised to sign the 

Receipts and Payments Accounts and Section 2 of the Annual Governance and 

Accountability Return.  

 

9. Cheque Authorisations and review of expenditure 

The Parish Council noted that expenditure to date during the financial year 

totalled £315 against income of £4,500. The following cheques were approved and 

authorised. 

 Cheque Description £ 

(i) 100588 HAPTC subscription 2018/19 275.59 

(ii) 100589 A Reading – reimbursement for security software 17.98 

(iii) 100590 J Pigott – Rent of Common 2018/19 1.00 

(iv) 100591 Zurich Municipal Insurance 2018/19 332.91 

(v) 100592 Clerk net salary 2017/18 1532.03 

(vi) 100593 HMRC Clerk tax on remuneration 2017/18 383.00 

(vii) 100594 Cheque cancelled  0.00 
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(viii) 100595 TBS Hygiene Dog waste collection Jan to March 2018 82.68 

 

10. Government Consultation paper – Unauthorised encampments 

The Clerk said that the Government had recently issued a consultation on powers 

for dealing with unauthorised developments and encampments. The National 

Association of Local Councils would be responding to the consultation on behalf of 

local councils and had invited local councils to email thoughts on the consultation 

questions. 

It was noted that the consultation ended on 25 May 2018 and it was RESOLVED that 

the Clerk email the questions to Parish Councillors with responses to be sent to the 

Chairman. 

 

11. Harpenden Neighbourhood Plan 

The Chairman said that the last Steering Group meeting had been held on 23 March 

2018 when the Clerk of Harpenden Town Council had reported on the 

Neighbourhood Plan submission. Clarification had been sought by the District 

Council on a number of matters and, while these had been resolved, the 

referendum on the Neighbourhood Plan had been delayed as a result. It would not 

now take place until September 2018 at the earliest. 

 

12. St Albans District Plan 

It was reported that the formal consultation on the St Albans Local Plan had closed 

on 21 February 2018. Comments received would be used to inform the second 

stage of the consultation. Following the second stage, the plan would be submitted 

to the Secretary of State. 

 

13. Planning Applications and decisions to 4 May 2018 

 

The Parish Council considered a list of planning applications and decisions to May 

2018. It was noted that a request had been made by one applicant for the Parish 

Council to formally support that application.  

 

The Parish Council policy not to endorse applications was confirmed. 

 

14. Parish Noticeboard 

 

The Chairman said that he had tidied up the area around the noticeboard to allow 

better access for public viewing. 
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15. Access Road to the rear of properties in Luton Road 

 

The Clerk said that he was undertaking some work to try and locate the tenancy 

agreement for the triangle of Common Land, that had superceded the agreement 

that the Parish Council had signed with Mr A Blair in 1973. The Parish Council 

minutes would have helped with this search, but unfortunately the location of the 

signed minutes prior to 1979 was also unknown. There was a possibility that no 

new tenancy agreement had ever been signed. What seemed very clear though was 

that the Parish Council did not have responsibility for the maintenance of the 

access road to the rear of properties in Luton Road. The Chairman said that he 

found out some information on rights of access from a local resident who had a 

copy of relevant Land Registry titles. 

 

16. Date of next Meeting 

The Clerk said that the next meeting would be held in September 2018. Suggested 

dates would be circulated. 

Note: As the Bell Room had been booked by another organisation for the meeting 

this evening the usual charge (£10) had been waived. 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.30 pm 

 

 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman  

      

 

 

 


