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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church Hall, 
on Monday 26 March 2018 starting at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Mrs Ayres (Chairman), Barrett, Mrs Bell, and 
Newby-Ricci 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Holder. 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk)  

 

1. Declarations of Interest 

No interests were declared. 

 

2. Minutes 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 January 2018 were approved 

3. Matters Arising 

Minute 10 – Banking Arrangements 

The Clerk said that he was now able to access the Parish Council’s bank accounts 

online and so had real time information on account balances. The Chairman said 

that she had hand delivered a bank mandate to Councillor Holder’s address which 

he needed to complete and take to Barclays Bank. 

Minute 9 – Parish Council Website 

The Clerk said that Councillor Barrett had sent him information about the website 

of a local Harpenden historian, Geoff Woodward, who was willing for the 

information on his site to be linked to the Parish Council’s website. 

 

4. Cheque Authorisations and Review of Expenditure 

The Parish Council noted that expenditure to date during the financial year 

totalled £4,485 against total final income of £5,085. The only outstanding 

expenditure was on updating the website and this would be carried forward to 

2018/19.  The Clerk said there would be some expenditure in relation to 

implementing GDPR (Minute 8 refers). The following cheques were approved and 

authorised. 

 Cheque Description £ 

(i) 100582 Townsend Nursery. Replacement of posts on the 

Common.  

350.00 

(ii) 100583 SADALC subscription 2018 10.00 

(iii) 100584 Information Commissioner Annual Subscription 35.00 
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(iv) 100585 St Nicholas PCC Room hire 26 March 2018 10.00 

(v) 100587 A Reading – reimbursement of Expenses 2017/18. Note: 

Cheque post-dated to 6 April 2018 and therefore 

presented in financial year 2018/19 

270.00 

(vi) 100586 Open Spaces Society subscription 2018/19. Note: 

Cheque post-dated to 6 April 2018 and therefore 

presented in the financial year 2018/19 

45.00 

 

The Parish Council considered the appointment of the Internal Auditor and RESOLVED 

that HW Controls and Assurance be appointed to undertake the internal audit for 

2017/18. 

 

5. Harpenden Neighbourhood Plan Update 

Councillor Barrett updated the Parish Council on progress with the Neighbourhood 

Plan. Since the last meeting of the Parish Council, a final version of the Harpenden 

Neighbourhood Plan had been submitted to the District Council for comment. On 7 

March the District Council had written to the Town Council seeking clarification on 

a number of matters including accuracy of maps submitted and whether 

consultation requirements had been fully met. A response to the various points had 

been made on 22 March 2018.  

There was now a question mark over whether the District Council was prepared to 

accept the Plan as currently drafted. The delay meant that the public consultation 

on the Neighbourhood Plan could not take place on the same day as the Local 

Elections on 3 May 2018. 

More information would be available at the Parish council meeting in May. 

On a related point, Councillor Barrett said that at the Town Council’s request, a 

formal letter had been sent by the Chairman of the Parish Council to the 

Harpenden Town Clerk reaffirming that the Parish Council was undertaking 

Neighbourhood Planning Activities with the Town Council and were represented on 

the Steering Group. 

 

6. Planning Applications and decisions to 16 March 2018 

The Parish Council considered a list of planning applications and decisions to March 

2018.  

 

7. St Albans and District Association of Local Councils – meeting on 17 April 2018 

The Clerk said that a meeting of SADALC was scheduled for 17 April 2018 at St 

Stephen Parish Council.  

The Clerk said he would forward agenda papers to the Chairman when received. 

 

8. General Data Protection Regulations 

The Clerk reminded the Parish Council that the General Data Protection 

Regulations would come into effect on 25 May 2018. This would increase the rights 
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of individuals to ensure their personal data was respected and only used for 

legitimate purposes. The Parish Council held very little personally identifiable 

information but, as a public body, would be obliged to comply with the legislation. 

The Clerk said that all Parish Councils would be required to appoint a Data 

Protection Officer (DPO). That person, who would act as the compliance lead and   

would act in the best interests of data subjects, could not be the Parish Clerk or a 

Parish Councillor as all were considered to be conflicted. The only viable option 

would be to outsource the DPO to an organisation like the DPO Centre. The cost of 

this in year one would be £220 and in year two £100. The service would include an 

impact assessment and review of security with a six-monthly questionnaire, review 

and documentation update. The Clerk expected that this would take up to 10 

hours of his allotted time in the first year. The Parish Council, while welcoming 

the principles of the Data Protection Bill, questioned whether the impact and cost 

on small Parish Councils was proportionate. 

It was RESOLVED that the DPO Centre be appointed as the Parish Council’s Data 

Protection Officer 

 

9. HRPC Financial Regulations - Update 

The Clerk said that the Parish Council’s Financial Regulations were presented to 

the Parish Council on an annual basis. 

No further changes to the Regulations were proposed following on from the 

amendments to permit internet voting approved in September 2017. The 

Regulations were noted. 

 

10. Standing Orders 

The Clerk said that the Parish Council’s Standing Orders were presented to the 

Parish Council on an annual basis. 

No changes to Standing Orders were proposed and the existing Standing Orders 

were noted. 

11. Security Software for Parish Laptop 

The Clerk said that with the possible use of internet banking, it was advisable to 

purchase some additional security software, such as Norton antivirus to install on 

the Parish laptop as this was more robust that Windows Defender that came with 

Windows 10. The likely cost in Year 1 was c£30 with a similar annual sum for 

updates. 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk purchase anti-virus software for the Parish laptop 

for the cost as outlined above. 

 

12. Fly tipping 

 

The Parish Council discussed the ongoing problem of fly tipping in the Parish. 

Councillor Barrett said he would raise the issue at his local Neighbourhood 

meeting. 
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13. Date of next Meeting 

 

It was RESOLVED that the next meeting be held on Monday 14 May 2018. 

 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.20 pm 

 

 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman  

      

 

 


