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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church Hall, 
on Monday 15 January 2018 starting at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Mrs Ayres (Chairman), Barrett, Holder and 
Newby-Ricci 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mrs Bell. 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) Alec Campbell and Amanda Foley 
for minutes 1 and 2. 

 

1. Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Mrs Ayres declared an interest in planning application 5/2017/3639. as 

the owner of the adjacent property. 

 

2. St Albans District Council 

The Chairman welcomed Alec Campbell, Leader of St Albans District Council, and   

Amanda Foley, Chief Executive. Mr Campbell said that he and Ms Foley were 

attending meetings of all the Parish Councils in the District. 

The Parish Council was advised that the District Council was preparing a new Local 

Plan which would set out what could be built and where to 2026. A consultation 

would take place between 9 January and 21 February 2018 and the intention was 

to have the Plan ready by March 2019. The 2016 Plan had been overturned at a 

judicial review. This stated that 436 homes a year would be built, including 4,000 

in the Green Belt. The government had now stated that St Albans District Council 

should allow for 913 houses a year to be built which would mean 9,000 to 10,000 in 

the Green Belt. Provision of more affordable housing for sale and rent was needed. 

The County Council was also consulting on a travel plan which had the lowest 

priority for car-based community. Members of the Parish Council felt that building 

more houses would have the effect of attracting more people from London rather 

than meeting demand from local people. 

The Parish Council was updated on waste collection targets which had nearly 

reached 60%. One problem that needed to be overcome was the high rate of food 

waste that was wrongly placed in the brown waste bins. The recent news that 

China would no longer take plastic waste for the UK had not had any impact to 

date. The collapse of Carillion had only just occurred and the County Council was 

expected to advise on how this might affect schools in the District. On fly tipping, 

there was now a report at every cabinet meeting. The aim was to remove fly 

tipped waste within 24 hours. It was possible to put covert CCTV in place in high 

risk locations. On potholes, the advice was to report them online. They were then 

dealt with on a severity basis. 

On Ash dieback, the advice was to speak to the Council’s Woodlands Officer, 

Andrew Branch. 
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In conclusion the District Council said they would welcome residents’ responses to 

the Local Plan consultation. The Chairman, on behalf of the Parish Council thanked 

Alec Campbell and Amanda Foley for attending the meeting. 

 

3. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 26 September 2018 were approved. 

 

4. Matters Arising 

Minute 2 – Co-option to the Parish Council 

In response to a request made by the Clerk, Councillor Holder said that he would 

return the Register of Members Interest form as soon as possible. 

Minute 4 – Financial Statements 2016/17 

Councillor Barrett said that there was no further news on bench sponsorship 

Minute 10 – Banking Arrangements 

The Clerk said that updating the banking arrangements was still to be actioned. 

Minute 13 – Common Land Leased by the Parish Council 

The Clerk said that Steve Dent had found the Tenancy Agreement signed by the 

Parish Council and A J Blair in January 1973 relating to the triangle of Common 

Land. The Clerk said he would forward this to the Chairman. 

 

5. Cheque Authorisations and Review of Expenditure 

The Parish Council noted that expenditure to date during the financial year 

totalled £3816 against total final income of £5085. Several cheques were still to be 

drawn and following agreement via email from the Parish Council, the Clerk had 

accepted a quote from Townsend Nursery for £250 plus VAT to replace eight rotted 

wooden posts surrounding the triangle of Common Land. All of this suggested that 

there would be a surplus of around £350 at the end of the financial year if the 

money allocated for website updates was spent. The following cheques were 

approved and authorised. 

 Cheque Description £ 

(i) 100576 TBS Hygiene. Dog waste collection July - September 

2017 

82.68 

(ii) 100577 Townsend Nursery grass cuts September and October 

2017 

110.40 

(iii) 100578 Townsend Nursery leaf clearing December 2017 55.20 

(iv) 100579 TBS Hygiene Dog waste collection – October to 

December 2017 

82.68 

(v) 100580 A Reading – reimbursement of LCN hosting costs to 2027 67.14 

(vi) 100581 St Nicholas PCC- Hire of Room – 15 January 2018 15.00 
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6. Budget 2018/19, Parish Precept and Risk Assessment 

The Parish Council considered the draft budget for 2018/19 as prepared by the 

Parish Clerk. 

The Clerk said that this set out all the projected expenditure for the forthcoming 

year, together with a note on projected income. The Clerk drew attention to the 

fact that he had included £500 to replace the broken bench. 

The Parish Council conducted a risk assessment and agreed that the risks for the 

Parish Council were dealt with through insurance cover from Zurich Insurance 

which provided cover for Public, Products and Employers Liability, Loss of Money, 

Fidelity Guarantee and Legal Expenses. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

were reviewed annually. Furthermore, the Parish Council considered and approved 

a budget for the year and monitored income and expenditure at each meeting. 

In terms of the precept for 2018/19, it was agreed that the proposed level of 

expenditure meant that the precept could remain unchanged from the current 

year. 

It was RESOLVED that 

i. The Parish Council precept for 2018/19 be set at £4,500 and that the 

District Council be notified accordingly; 

 

ii. The draft budget for 2018/19 be approved 

 

7. Harpenden Neighbourhood Plan Update 

Councillor Barrett updated the Parish Council on progress with the Neighbourhood 

Plan. A final draft of the Neighbourhood Plan had been out for consultation for six 

weeks. Work was currently underway to prepare and submit a final Harpenden 

Neighbourhood Plan, incorporating comments from the consultation, before 

submission to the District Council. Once their comments had been incorporated, 

there would a be a further six-week consultation before a referendum was held 

prior to formal adoption. 

 

8. Planning Applications and decisions to January 2018 

The Parish Council considered a list of planning applications and decisions to 

January 2018.  

 

9. Parish Council website 

The Clerk reminded the Parish Council that £250 had been allocated in the budget 

to update and expand the content on the Parish website. It was agreed that all 

suggestions be sent to the Parish Clerk. 

 

10. General Data Protection Regulations 

The Clerk said that the General Data Protection Regulations would come into 

effect on 25 May 2018. This would increase the rights of individuals to ensure their 

personal data was respected and only used for legitimate purposes. The Parish 

Council held very little personal data. However, the Clerk said he would be 
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attending a course in March 2018 on this subject. The Course was being run by the 

Herts Association of Parish and Town Councils. 

 

11. Kinsbourne Green Lane 

Councillor Newby-Ricci reported on fly tipping in Kinsbourne Green Lane. 

 

12. Date of next meetings 

It was agreed that the next meetings be held on Monday 26 March and Monday 14 

May 2018 starting at 7.30pm.The Clerk would email the dates. 

 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 9.00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Clerk to the Council         

 

 


