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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s 

Church Hall, on Monday 15 May 2017 starting at 7.30pm 

 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Mrs Ayres, Barrett and Mrs Bell. 

 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Newby-

Ricci 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

 

 

 

1. Appointment of Chairman 

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs Ayres be appointed Chairman of the Parish 

Council for the ensuing year. 

2. Appointment of Vice-Chairman 

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Barrett be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish 

Council for the ensuing year. 

Mrs Ayres said that she planned to step down as Chairman after one year and that 

Councillor Barrett had said he was willing to put himself forward as Chairman in 

2018. 

3. Declarations of Interest 

No interests were declared. 

4. Co-option to the Parish Council 

Parish Councillors proposed names of people who were suitable for co-option and 

who were willing to take on the role. It was agreed that Mrs Ayres would speak 

further to two individuals with a view to an appointment being made at the next 

meeting. The Clerk said that the appointment would be until the next scheduled 

elections in 2019. 

5. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 April 2017 were approved. 

6. Matters Arising 

 

(a) Minute 5 – St Albans District Strategic Plan/Harpenden Neighbourhood Plan 



2 

The Clerk said that the Town Council had confirmed that residents of Harpenden 

Rural Parish had been included in the distribution of the questionnaire to Harpenden 

residents.  

It was noted that 150 people had attended the three drop-in sessions organised by 

the Town Council. 

(b) Minute 7– St Albans and District Association of Local Councils 

Councillor Barrett said that he had not received any documentation for the meeting 

of the St Albans and District Association of Local Councils due to be held on Tuesday 

25 April. The Clerk said he hadn’t received any information but would make further 

inquiries and ask that Steve Dent be removed from the distribution list. 

(c) Minute 8 HAPTC - training courses 

Councillor Barrett said that he had left a copy of the schedule of powers of Parish 

Councils with the Clerk. The Clerk would copy and circulate this. 

7. Annual Governance Statement 2016/17 

The Clerk circulated copies of the Annual Governance Statement 2016/17. 

The Parish Council  considered each section of the statement and agreed that each 

section should be marked ‘yes’ apart from point 9 which was not applicable. 

It was RESOLVED that the Annual Governance Statement 2016/17 be approved. 

8. Financial Statements 2016/17 

The Parish Council considered the 2016/17 draft financial statements. 

It was noted that both receipts and expenditure had been higher than the previous 

year. The former was due to the larger than usual VAT refund and the Transparency 

Fund grant. The majority of the grant had been spent in purchasing IT equipment, 

which had led to the higher expenditure. Although the surplus for the financial year 

was £581, this didn’t allow for the remainder of the transparency funding still to be 

paid to the Clerk to cover 24 hours of his time.  

There was one unpresented cheque for £10 for the use of the Bell Room in April 

2016.  Given the time that had elapsed, it was agreed that a replacement cheque be 

issued. 

In terms of proposed expenditure in 2017/18, there was now the option to replace 

all three of the Parish Council seats/bench. Councillor Barrett said he would look at 

the possibility of sponsorship for the bench on the triangle of Common land. 

It was RESOLVED that the Accounts of Harpenden Rural Parish Council for the year 

ended 31 March 2017 be approved and that the Chairman be authorised to sign the 

Receipts and Payments Accounts and Section 2 of the Annual Return. 

9. Cheque Authorisations and Review of Expenditure 

The Parish Council noted that expenditure to date during the financial year totalled 

£2862.29 against total income to date of £4500.00. Most Parish Council expenditure 

was incurred in the first part of the year.  

The following cheques were approved and authorised. 
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 Cheque Description £ 

(i) 100560 TBS Hygiene Dog waste collection – Jan to March 
2017 

82.68 

(ii) 100561 J Pigott – Rent of Common 2017/18 1.00 

(iii) 100562 Clerk net salary 2016/17  1480.12 

(iv) 100563 HMRC Clerk tax on remuneration 2016/17 369.80 

(v) 100564 Townsend Nursery Grass cut April 2017 55.20 

(vi) 100565 Zurich Municipal Insurance 2017/18 331.81 

(vii) 100566 St Nicholas PCC -Hire of Room April 2016 
(replacement cheque) 

10.00 

(vii) 100567 St Nicholas PCC- Hire of Room – 15 May 2017 15.00 

 

10. Council insurance renewal 

The Parish Council noted that the insurance renewal quotation from Zurich 

Municipal was for £331.13. This was a small increase on the previous year, but had 

been affected by the need to insure the laptop and printer and a further increase in 

the Insurance Premium Tax. However, the cost was still significantly cheaper than 

the £456.56 paid in 2014 to the previous insurer. 

It was RESOLVED that the insurance renewal quotation from Zurich Municipal for the 

year 1 June 2017 to 31 May 2018 be approved. 

11. Neighbourhood Plan 

Councillor Barrett updated the Parish Council on progress with the Harpenden 

Neighbourhood Plan and said that while he had been unable to attend the last two 

meetings of the Steering Group, he had obtained some key documentation from Mr 

Wright at the Town Council. The results of the engagement survey were due to be 

discussed at a meeting later in the week together with a vision for the next five 

years. There might be a further consultation with residents on the issues raised. 

Seventeen possible sites for residential development would be considered over the 

coming weeks. The next business meeting was scheduled for 6 June 2017. 

12. Planning Applications and decisions to May 2017 

The Clerk tabled an updated list of planning applications to May 2017 and these 

were considered by the Parish Council. It was noted that no significant applications 

had been received since the last meeting. 

13. Transparency Fund application 2017/18 

The Clerk said that he had been advised that applications were being sought for the 

third and final tranche of transparency grant funding to cover the year 2017/18. 

The Clerk said that as per the application last year, a request should be made to 

cover 24 hours of the Clerk’s time. 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk submit an application for 2017/18 to cover 24 hours 

of the Clerk’s time, totalling £258.72 
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14. Bank Mandate 

The Clerk said that with the resignation of Steve Dent and the appointment of 

Councillor Barrett, it was necessary to update signing authorities on the bank 

account. The Clerk also suggested it was now the right time to introduce electronic 

banking as it was not possible to pay by cheque for some services such as website 

hosting, and cheques were discouraged by other organisations. A two-stage process, 

whereby the Clerk raised payments and a Parish Councillor released payments would 

be appropriate although it would be necessary to update the Council’s financial 

regulations to permit this. 

Barclays Bank now charged for each cheque issued and no longer paid interest on 

the Parish Council’s savings account, so it might be worth looking for an alternative 

provider such as Unity Trust Bank. Mrs Bell said that Santander Bank might be a 

possibility. 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk submit updated financial regulations to the next 

meeting to permit electronic banking. 

15. Clerks and Council Direct 

The Clerk circulated a complimentary copy of a monthly publication called ‘Clerks 

and Councils Direct’. The cost of a subscription was £12 a year. 

16. Maxine Crawley 

It was noted that Councillor Maxine Crawley had stepped down as a member of 

Hertfordshire County Council and that her Harpenden Rural seat had been taken by 

Councillor Annie Brewster. It was suggested that she be invited to a future meeting. 

17. Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 26 September 2017. 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 9.07pm 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman 


