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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church Hall, 

on Tuesday 4 April 2017 starting at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs Ayres, Barrett, Mrs 

Bell and Newby-Ricci 

 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

 

 

1. Declaration of Interest 

No interests were declared.   

 

2. Minutes 

Subject to the correction of the spelling of ‘Hylands’ to ‘Highlands’, and ‘Mid Beds’ 

to ‘Central Beds’, the Minutes of the meeting held on 24 January 2017 were 

approved.  The Clerk said he would update the version of the minutes on the Parish 

Website. 

 

3. Matters Arising 

i. Minute 3(iv) – Central Bedfordshire District Council’s Local Plan 

Councillor Mrs Ayres said that she had attended a public consultation meeting at 

Studham Village Hall on  22 March 2017. Information obtained showed that the 

request for housing sites had identified proposals for 900 houses north of Cooters 

End Lane. Note: Councillor Dent emailed subsequent to the meeting to say that 

Central Beds draft local plan would be published for consultation at the end of 

June 2017.It was estimated that only 4% to 6% of total land submitted under the 

call for sites would need to be allocated to deliver new homes that were needed. 

ii. Minute 5 – Budget 2017/18 and Risk Assessment 

Councillor Dent said that he had not had an opportunity to look at the bench 

outside Highlands. 

Councillor Barrett said that he had spent some time removing many years of 

staples from the Parish notice board and had found a local resident who was 

prepared to rub down and repaint it. The structure was basically sound and so with 

some remedial work (possibly to include some filling of rotted wood) the life of 

the notice board could be extended by several years. 

On behalf of the Council, the Chairman thanked Councillor Barrett for taking this 

initiative. The Clerk said that he had not received any communication from Emma 

Payne about providers of notice boards. 
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Councillor Barrett said that he had cleaned some of the road signs that were 

difficult to read. 

 

4. Cheque Authorisations and Review of Expenditure v budget 

The Parish Council noted that expenditure to date during the financial year totalled 

£4,801.40 against total income of £5,424.96.  The outstanding payment was the 

balance of transparency funding which would be paid to the Clerk in May. Accounts 

for the year ending 31 March 2017 would be submitted to the next meeting.   

The following cheques were approved and authorised: 

Cheque Description £ 

100554 Information Commissioner.  35.00 

100555 HAPTC Training course Law and Procedures – Peter Barrett 40.00 

100556 Open Spaces Society Subscription 2017/18 45.00 

100557 A Reading – Expenses 2016/17 270.00 

100558 HAPTC subscription 2017/18 275.56 

100559 St Nicholas PCC – Hire of Room – 4 April  2017  20.00 

 

The Parish Council considered the appointment of the Internal Auditor and 

RESOLVED that HW Controls and Assurance be appointed to undertake the internal 

audit for 2016/17. 

 

5. St Albans District Strategic Plan/ Harpenden Neighbourhood Plan – Update from 

Steering Group Meetings 

 

The Chairman updated Parish Councillors on the St Albans Strategic Plan. The current 

position was that the independent inspector had ruled that the District Council had 

not consulted with neighbouring authorities about its Plan. In response, the District 

Council had sought a judicial review of that decision and the result of that was 

expected at the end of June 2017. 

Councillor Barrett reported on two Steering Group meetings he had attended at the 

Town Council Offices in relation to the Harpenden Neighbourhood Plan. The Steering 

Group had identified five themes that would be covered in the Plan, namely (a) 

Housing, (b) Infrastructure and Community facilities, (c) Transport and movement, 

(d) Environment, sustainability and design and (e) Employment and retail. These were 

being taken forward by five separate groups. The Town Council had produced and 

circulated a questionnaire to Harpenden residents seeking views on the key areas of 

each theme. 

Parish Councillors were unclear whether this had been distributed to Harpenden Rural 

residents as well as Town residents and if so, whether the results would be segmented 

into Town and Parish areas. This needed to be clarified.  It was also unclear how 

groups in Harpenden Rural, such as the Scouts and St Mary’s church would be 

consulted. It would also would be helpful to see the Harpenden Rural responses to 

the questionnaire. A meeting arranged by the Town Council was due to be held at 
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Kinsbourne Common Hall on 11 April – but the Parish Council had not been informed. 

Councillor Dent said that he had been advised that of 13,500 questionnaires sent out, 

1500 responses had been received to date. Once the Plan had been approved, then 

all future planning applications would be measured against that. 

The Town Council’s timetable for implementing the Plan seemed very tight with an 

intention to consult on the final Plan in early 2018. It would be important to keep in 

touch with developments, but this was very difficult given the Parish Council’s very 

limited resources 

6. Planning Applications and Decisions to April 2017 

 

The Parish Council considered planning applications for the period to 1 April 2017. It 

was noted that there had been a significant number of planning applications since 

the last meeting, although most of these were fairly minor. 

The Council noted the application to demolish Highlands in Annables Lane and 

construct a replacement dwelling. It was noted that the proposed dwelling was well 

screened and the existing property was not listed. 

 

7. St Albans and District Association of Local Councils – meeting held on 28 February 

2017   

 

Councillor Barrett reported on the meeting of SADALC held on 28 February 2017. It 

was noted that attendance had been low and the meeting had been a little 

disappointing. The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 25 April 2017. Councillor 

Barrett said that he hoped to attend. The meeting after that would be on Tuesday 4 

July. The Clerk was asked to circulate the dates by separate email. 

 

8. HAPTC training courses – Report from Councillor Barrett 

 

Councillor Barrett  reported on the two training courses he had attended run by The 

Herts Association of Parish and Town Councils. Following a request from Councillor 

Mrs Bell, Councillor Barrett agreed to circulate copies of the schedule of parish 

council powers. 

 

9. HRPC Financial Regulations – Annual Review 

 

The Clerk tabled copies of the most recent version of the Parish Council’s Financial 

Regulations. There were no changes proposed although all Parish Councillors were 

asked to review the document. 

 

10. Standing Orders - Annual Review 

 

The Clerk said that there were no changes to the Parish Council’s Standing Orders 

that he wished to propose. Copies of the most recent version would be emailed to 

Parish Councillors. 
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11. Auto -Enrolment – Staging Date 

 

The Clerk said that as an Employer, Harpenden Rural Parish Council was required  by 

The Pensions Regulator to comply with auto enrolment requirements. The Clerk did 

not meet the earnings requirements and so there was no need to put the Clerk into 

a Pension Scheme on the Staging date  of 1 May 2017. 

 

12. Liaison with St Michael Parish Council 

 

The Clerk said that he had made contact with Helen Rook, Clerk at St Michael Parish 

Council as that Parish Council was of a similar size to Harpenden Rural and so it would 

be useful to share information.  

 

13. Hopper Bus 

 

Councillor Barrett reported on the Harpenden hopper bus service which had started 

in February 2017. It would run until Xmas 2017 in order to determine success. 

 

14. Old Pewters 

 

Councillor Barrett said that his property  was on the boundary of Harpenden Rural and 

Harpenden Town and that he had recently been advised of a boundary change 

whereby his property had been moved into the Town area. 

 

15. Chairman 

 

The Chairman said that he would be moving down to Devon shortly and consequently 

would be resigning as a member of the Parish Council from the end of the meeting. 

 

The Parish Council thanked Mr Dent for his outstanding contribution having served 25 

years as a Parish Councillor and 12 years as Chairman, and said that he would be 

greatly missed. Mr Dent returned the Chain of Office to the Clerk for safekeeping. 

 

16. Date of Next Meeting 

 

The Clerk said that the next meeting would be held in May 2017 and that he would 

circulate suggested dates. 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 9.35pm 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman 


