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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church Hall, 

on Tuesday 24 January 2017 starting at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs Ayres, Barrett and 

Newby-Ricci 

Apology for absence: Councillor Mrs Bell 

 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

 

 

1. Declaration of Interest 

No interests were declared.   

 

2. Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 24 October 2016 were approved.   

 

3. Matters Arising 

i. Minute 5 – Internal and External Audit – report on the year ending 31 March 2016 

The Clerk said that there would not be an external audit of the 2017/18 accounts 

as this had been replaced by the Transparency Code.  Under the new rules, if any 

elector wished to question or object to the Accounts, then a new appointing body 

would assign an auditor.   

ii. Minute 7 – Neighbourhood Plan 

The Clerk said he had contacted Carl Cheevers at Harpenden Town Council but 

had not yet had a response on progress made by the Town Council.  However, it 

was possible that not a great deal would happen until the District Council’s 

Strategic Plan had been approved.   

iii. Minute 10 – St Albans and District Association of Local Councils 

The Chairman said that the next meeting of the St Albans and District Association 

of Local Councils would be held on 28 February 2017 at Harpenden Town Council, 

but that he was unable to attend.  The October 2016 meeting had been cancelled.   

It was agreed that the Clerk email other members of the Parish Council to see 

whether anyone was available to go to the meeting.   

iv. Minute 12 - Central Bedfordshire District Council’s Local Plan 

It was noted that the public consultation meeting for Hyde, previously scheduled 

for 8 December 2016, would now be held on 22 March 2017 at Studham Village 

hall.  Mrs Ayres said that she planned to attend the consultation on the new date.  
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It was agreed that the Clerk email other Parish Councillors to advise them of the 

new date.   

v. Minute 13 – Junction of Annables Lane and Kinsbourne Green Lane 

The Clerk said that County Council and Ringway officers had been contacted about 

the fact that the white give way lines at the junction of Annables Lane and 

Kinsbourne Green Lane had worn away.  It was noted that there had been a recent 

traffic accident at the junction so it was apparent that greater awareness of the 

junction was needed.   

Councillor Barrett said that he would take up the matter with his local 

neighbourhood watch.   

vi. Minute 14 – Affinity Water 

No further information on this matter had been received.   

 

4. Cheque Authorisations and Review of Expenditure v budget 

The Parish Council noted that expenditure to date during the financial year totalled 

£4,381.38 against total income of £5,424.12.  It was now anticipated that there 

would be a surplus of around £400 by the year end once all outstanding payments 

had been made.   

The following cheques were approved and authorised: 

Cheque Description £ 

100547 A Reading - Reimbursement for printer and software 187.98 

100548 Townsend Nursery – Grass cut October 2016 55.00 

100549 Townsend Nursery Grass cut and leaf clearing November and 

December 2016 

110.40 

100550 A Reading – Reimbursement for LCN website hosting costs 

2017-2019   

101.94 

100551 TBS Hygiene – waste collection October to December 2016 82.68 

100552 HAPTC – Training course for new Councillors – Peter Barrett 40.00 

100553 St Nicholas PCC – Hire of Room – 24 January 2017  10.00 

 

5. Budget 2017/18, Parish Precept 2017/18 and Risk Assessment 

The Parish Council considered the draft budget for 2017/18 as prepared by the 

Parish Clerk.   

The Clerk said that this set out all the projected expenditure for the forthcoming 

year, together with a note on projected income.  The Clerk drew attention to the 

fact that he had included an allocation for training and a small contingency sum.  In 

addition, he had also included the sum of £250 for development of the Parish 

website, as it had not changed a great deal since its creation in 2012 and more 

information could be added together with links to the relevant sites.  Secondly, 

£500 had been allocated to replace one of the parish benches, or the noticeboard 

which was at least 30 years old.   
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The Parish Council felt that the budget as laid out was helpful.  While projected 

expenditure in 2017/18 would, subject to the agreed precept, be less than income, 

the projected surplus from 2016/17 should be taken into account.   

It terms of replacing the existing broken bench outside ‘Highlands’, as discussed at 

the last meeting, the Chairman said that he would look further at whether it could 

be repaired before committing to any expenditure.  With regard to the noticeboard, 

it was suggested that it might be possible to replace the noticeboard itself but keep 

the supporting posts, as this would be more cost effective.   

The Parish Council then conducted a risk review and agreed that the risks to the 

organisation were dealt with through insurance cover from Zurich Insurance, which 

provided cover for Public, Products and Employers Liability, loss of money, Fidelity 

Guarantee and Legal Expenses.  Standing Orders and Financial Regulations were 

reviewed on an annual basis and a review of income and expenditure was 

considered at each meeting.  In addition, a budget was prepared on an annual basis.   

In terms of the precept for 2017/18, it was agreed that there should be a small 

increase for the forthcoming year.   

It was RESOLVED that: 

i. The Parish Council precept for 2017/18 be set at £4,500 and that the District 

Council be notified accordingly; 

ii. The Clerk contact Emma Payne at the St Albans and District Association of Parish 

Councils seeking information from other Parish Council at a subsequent meeting 

of SADALC on where they purchased noticeboards; 

iii. The draft budget for 2017/18 be approved subject to clarifying whether the 

existing Parish bench could be repaired and obtaining further information on 

replacing the noticeboard.   

 

6. Training Courses 

Consideration was given to the proposal that Councillor Barrett attend two training 

courses to be held by the Herts Association of Parish and Town Councils.  The first, 

for new Councillors, was due to be held on 1 February 2017.  The second, on Law 

and Procedures, was due to be held on 8 February.  Each course cost £40.   

It was agreed that it would be very helpful for Councillor Barrett to attend these 

courses and feedback would be useful.  The Clerk said that other Parish Councillors 

might be interested in attending other courses run by HAPTC.   

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council pay the cost for Councillor Barrett 

attending the abovementioned courses.   

[Councillor Barrett did not take part in the discussion or voting on this item].   

 

7. Planning Application CB/16/02765 - Demolition of Charlies restaurant, Luton Road, 

Harpenden.   

The Parish Council discussed the approval of a planning application to demolish 

Charlies restaurant in Luton Road and replace it with six dwellings.  Although the 

site fell within the Central Beds area, it was adjacent to St Albans District and the 

occupiers of those new dwellings would probably see themselves as Harpenden 
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residents and look to use services such as schools in the St Albans District.  While St 

Albans District Council had been consulted about the proposal, neither Harpenden 

Parish nor Town Councils had been notified.  However, there was some anecdotal 

information that local residents were in favour of the proposal because of the 

reduction in noise associated with a restaurant.   

On the Clerk raising concerns with Central Beds District Council, the Principal 

Planning Officer had offered to discuss with his colleagues changing their 

procedures so that the Parish Council would be notified of any future application 

within Central Beds that bordered the Parish Council’s boundary.  It was agreed that 

this proposal should be encouraged and that the Principal Planning Officer be 

notified accordingly.   

 

8. Planning applications and decisions to January 2017 

The Parish Council considered planning applications and decisions made since the 

last meeting.   

It was noted that subsequent to the circulation of the list of applications, 

5/2015/3082, 5/2016/3500 and 5/2016/3470 had been approved.   

 

9. Street signs and mini roundabout at the junction of the Common and Luton Road 

The Chairman said he had noticed that two street signs, one at the junction of 

Kinsbourne Green Lane and another near the junction of the Common and Luton 

Road had been knocked out of position and needed attention.  In addition, the mini 

roundabout at the junction of the Common and Luton Road needed repainting.  The 

Clerk was asked to report these matters to County Highways.   

 

10. Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held in early April 2017.  The Clerk would 

email the dates after the meeting to see which was preferable.   

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.35pm 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman 


