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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church Hall, 

on Monday 24 October 2016 starting at 7.30pm 

 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs Ayres, Barrett, Mrs 

Bell and Newby-Ricci 

 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

 

 

 

1. Declarations of Interest 

No interests were declared. 

2. Co-option to the Parish Council 

The Chairman welcomed Peter Barrett to the meeting and on behalf of the Parish 

Council proposed that Mr Barratt be co-opted to fill the vacancy caused by the 

resignation of Ian Watson.  

It was RESOLVED that Peter Barrett be co-opted to Harpenden Rural Parish Council 

until the next Parish elections scheduled to be held in 2019. 

The Clerk circulated a Declaration of Office form and Register of Members Interest 

Form. The latter would, when completed, be sent to St Albans  District Council 

where it would be published on their website. Mr Barrett said that he was looking 

forward to his new role. 

3. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Annual meeting held on 25 May 2016 were approved. 

4. Matters Arising 

 

(a) Minute 6(c) – Parking at the rear of 431 Luton Road 

The Clerk said that he had not contacted Townsend Nursery about installing the third 

‘No parking’ sign. It was noted that this issue had gone quiet and that rather than 

proceed with installing a third sign at this point, which might result in further 

controversy regarding the location, it would be better to take no immediate action. The 

installation could be arranged at short notice if needed. 
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(b) Minute 8 – Financial Statements 2015/16 

The Chairman said that he planned to try and repair the bench in Annables Lane 

very shortly.  

5. Internal and External Audit – report on the year ending 31 March 2016 

The Clerk said that no matters had been raised by the External Auditors on the 

2015/16 financial statements. The internal auditors had pointed out that although 

the small Council tax support grant had been accounted for separately as requested 

in the previous year, the 2014/15 figure of £37 had not been restated to enable a 

comparison to be made. The Parish Council noted that this would not be an issue in 

2016/17. 

It was noted that the Annual Return and notice of conclusion of audit had been 

published on the Parish Council’s website. 

It was RESOLVED that the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2016 together 

with audit certificate be approved and accepted. 

6. Cheque Authorisations and Review of Expenditure 

The Parish Council noted that expenditure to date during the financial year totalled 

£3,416.53 against total income of £5,057.12. Income was higher than normal due to 

the award of the transparency grant and a VAT refund of £367.84. The former would 

be spent during the financial year. Expenditure was still to be incurred on further 

grass cuts and dog waste collection. Nevertheless, it was beginning to look like 

there would be a larger surplus than usual at the year end. This might provide an 

opportunity to replace one of the benches/Parish noticeboard.         

It was RESOLVED that there should be a further review of expenditure at the 

January 2017 and that going forward the schedule of Income v Expenditure should 

include the budget agreed for the financial year. 

The following cheques were approved and authorised. 
 Cheque Description £ 

(i) 100541 HW Controls and Assurance – Audit Fee 420.00 

(ii) 100542 TBS Hygiene - waste collection April to June 2016 77.28 

(iii) 100543 Townsend Nursery - Grass cuts August to October 165.60 

(iv) 100544 TBS Hygiene – waste collection July to September 89.04 

(v) 100446 A J Reading – Reimbursement for laptop purchase 429.95 

(vi) 100447 St Nicholas PCC – Hire of Room – 24 October 2016  

 

15.00 

7. Neighbourhood Plan - Update 

The Clerk said that following the last meeting he had contacted Harpenden Town 

Council and was advised that they would be in contact once a new Town Clerk had 

been appointed and a way forward had been agreed. However, no further 

information had been received. Carl Cheevers, the new Town Clerk, had taken up 

his post in July 2016. 

The Chairman suggested that the Town Council might be waiting for a decision on 

the District Council’s Strategic Plan. 
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The Clerk said he would contact the Town Council for an update. 

8. Planning Applications and decisions to October 2016 

The Parish Council considered planning applications and decisions made since the 

last meeting 

The Chairman updated the Council on his correspondence with the owner of 

Salcombe House regarding  planning application 5/2016/0864 at Greyfriars, Spring 

Road. It was noted that the building work was now underway. 

The Chairman advised, for the benefit of Councillor Barrett, that when considering 

planning applications, it was not usual for the Parish Council to lodge an objection 

unless a development was an incursion into the Green Belt or if there are 

substantial objections from neighbours with which the Parish Council agrees. 

In terms of the current applications, the only two of note were 5/2016/2728 – 

demolition of Bramble Cottage and replacement with a four-bedroom chalet 

bungalow and 5/2016/2911 – demolition of Garden Cottage and construction of a 

replacement dwelling. It was felt that both applications should be approved. 

It was suggested that the Clerk bring the Parish laptop to the next meeting as there 

was a wireless internet connection in the Bell Room which would allow applications 

to be viewed remotely. Councillor Mrs Ayres said she would obtain the wireless 

code. 

9. Transparency Funding 2016/17 

The Clerk advised that the Parish Council had been awarded Transparency Funding 

grant of £755.12. This was to buy a laptop computer, Office software and a printer. 

In addition, the grant covered 20 hours of the Clerk’s time.  The Clerk said he had 

just purchased a laptop and would be buying the printer and software shortly. 

10. St Albans and District Association of Local Councils 

The Chairman advised that he had been unable to attend the meeting of the SADALC 

held on 19 July 2016. 

The Clerk said that the minutes of that meeting had said that the subsequent 

meeting would be held on 11 October 2016. However, no agenda for this meeting 

had been received.  

The Clerk said he would check the position with the Emma Payne, Clerk to the 

Association and circulate the minutes of the July 2016 meeting for information. 

11. Parish Conference – 11 October 2016 

Councillor Barrett said that he had attended the conference on 11 October as an 

observer. About 50 representatives had attended in total including St Albans District 

Council’s Chief Executive and the meeting had been chaired by Councillor Michael 

Weaver of Harpenden Town Council. The main issues under discussion had been the 

Green Belt, Housing and Transport with a discussion on neighbourhood plans that all 

Parish Councils appeared to be engaged with. 

There had also been a talk from Joe Tavernier, Waste Scene and Markets Manager, 

who gave an overview of the new recycling and refuse collection arrangements. 
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Finally, each Parish Council was allowed two minutes on key matters that they were 

engaged in. Councillor Barrett said that he knew several the representatives from 

his previous work for the District Council and that that the whole experience had 

been very useful. 

12. Central Bedfordshire District Council’s Local Plan 

It was noted that Central Bedfordshire Council had now gone out to consultation on 

its Local Plan. Several potential sites for housing had been identified, the most 

significant of which, from Harpenden’s point of view, was the stretch of land north 

of Cooters End Land up to Thrales end.  The Chairman stressed that when he had 

met District Council officers about the St Albans District Council’s Strategic Plan, 

they had expressed the view that this development site was only a suggestion and 

unlikely to be included as a housing site in the final Plan. 

The public consultation meeting for Hyde, which covered this proposed site, was 

due to be held on 8 December 2016 at Woburn Village Hall. The Chairman said he 

would be unable to attend as he was away, but asked if Mrs Ayres might be able to 

attend in his place. 

13. Junction of Annables Lane and Kinsbourne Green Lane 

 

The Chairman said that the white give way lines at the junction of crossroads where 

Annables Lane crossed Kinsbourne Green Lane had worn away, increasing the 

likelihood of accidents.  The Chairman asked that the Clerk identify where 

responsibility for repainting the lines rested and advise him accordingly. 

 

The Chairman said he would check to see whether ‘give way signs’ were sited both 

sides of the junction. 

 

14. Affinity Water 

 

The Chairman said that back in the summer he had been approached by Affinity 

Water via John Bagshaw of Harpenden Town Council, to see whether the Parish 

Council had any objection to a grasscrete track being laid next to their booster 

station just Off the Common. On behalf of the Parish Council, he had said that there 

was no objection if the track was properly reseeded. 

 

It now appeared that Affinity Water was under the impression that Harpenden Rural 

Parish owned the land whereas it was in fact owned by John Pigott who had not 

been consulted. When work started, an objection had been made by the land 

owner. 

 

15. Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held on either 23 or 24 January 2017. The 

Clerk would email the dates after the meeting to see which was preferable. 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.45pm 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman 
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