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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s 

Church Hall, on Tuesday 25 May 2016 starting at 7 .30pm 

 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres, Mrs P and 

Newby-Ricci 

 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

 

 

 

1. Appointment of Chairman 

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Dent be appointed Chairman of the Parish Council 

for the ensuing year. 

2. Appointment of Vice-Chairman 

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Newby-Ricci be appointed Vice-Chairman of the 

Parish Council for the ensuing year. 

3. Declarations of Interest 

The Clerk said that it was good practice to have ‘Declarations of Interest’ as a 

standing agenda item as a reminder at the start of each meeting. 

No interests were declared. 

4. Co-option to the Parish Council 

The Chairman said that Peter Barrett had been approached by Mrs Ayres and that he 

was very interested in becoming Parish Councillor. The Chairman said that he would 

be meeting Mr Barrett the following day and that all being well, the co-option by 

the Parish Council should take place as soon as possible after that and probably at 

the September meeting. 

The Clerk said that the appointment would be until the next scheduled elections in 

2019. 

5. Minutes 

 

Subject to the deletion of the words ‘Mrs Bell’ in minute 3 and the substitution of 

‘Mrs Ayres’, and the correction of the spelling of Barratt to Barrett, the minutes of 

the meeting held on 5 April 2016 were approved. 
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6. Matters Arising 

 

(a) Minute 4 – Clerk Remuneration 

 

The Clerk said that the National Pay Award for local government staff had been 

agreed which meant a 1% pay increase would be backdated to 1 April 2016. The 

pro-rata effect of this would be a £15 annual increase in the Clerk’s salary. 

 

(b) Minute 5 – Cheque authorisations and Review of Expenditure 

The Clerk said that he had attended a Wordpress training course at the end of 

April 2016 and that the cost of this was covered by the Transparency Fund grant. 

(c) Minute 6 Parking at the rear of 431 Luton Road 

 

The Clerk said that he had not yet contacted Townsend Nursery about installing 

the third ‘No parking sign’. 

 

7. Annual Governance Statement 2015/16 

The Clerk advised that due to a change in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, 

the Annual Governance Statement had to be approved before the Accounting 

statements and as a consequence, the Annual Return had been changed so that 

section 1 was now the Governance Statement and  section 2 was the accounting 

statements. 

The Parish Council  considered each section of the statement and agreed that each 

section should be marked ‘yes’ apart from point 9 which was not applicable. 

It was RESOLVED that the Annual Governance Statement 2015/16 be approved. 

8. Financial Statements 2015/16 

The Parish Council considered the 2015/16 draft financial statements. Revenue and 

expenditure had been significantly higher than the previous year, but this was due 

to the County Council grant of £500 and the cost of installing posts to block the 

unofficial lay-by in The Common. The transparency fund grant had been spent post 

the year end. 

The Chairman said that the fixed asset bench seat as shown in the accounts was in a 

poor state of repair. The Chairman said that he try to repair the seat himself and 

would report further at the next meeting. 

It was RESOLVED that The Accounts of Harpenden Rural Parish Council for the year 

ended 31 March 2016 be approved and that the Chairman be authorised to sign the 

Receipts and Payments Accounts and the Annual Return 

9. Proposed grant – resurfacing of St Mary’s church car park. 

Councillor Mrs Ayres said that it was currently too early for a formal grant 

application be  made  towards the cost of resurfacing the car park behind St Mary’s 

church.  The matter would remain under review. 
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10. Neighbourhood Plan – Update 

It was noted that there appeared to be little happening and no updates had been 

received from Harpenden Town Council recently.  However, with the current Town 

Clerk, John Bagshaw retiring and his successor, Carl Cheevers taking up his 

appointment in early July 2016, momentum was likely to be resumed. Mr Cheevers 

had previously worked for St Albans District Council as Principal Partnership and 

Engagement Officer and had attended a Parish Council meeting in 2012. 

The Clerk had been advised of two neighbourhood planning workshops on 8 June and 

26 July 2016 on site selection for housing needs. However, as this had already been 

discussed with members of the Parish Council it was agreed that it was unnecessary 

to send a representative. 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk email Mr Bagshaw to see whether there were any  

updates/meetings that the Parish Council should be aware of. 

11. Cheque Authorisations and Review of Expenditure 

The Parish Council noted that expenditure to date during the financial year totalled 

£2830.93 against total income of £4302.00. Most Parish Council expenditure was 

incurred in the first quarter of the year. The Clerk advised that TBS Hygiene were 

increasing the price of emptying a dog bin from £2.40 to £2.65 from 1 June 2016. 

This was the first price increase in four years and would increase the annual cost by 

around £13. 

 

The following cheques were approved and authorised. 
 Cheque Description £ 

(i) 100412 Clerk remuneration 2015/16 979.21 

(ii) 100413 Wordpress course 29 April 2016 (Clerk 
reimbursement) 

152.50 

(iii) 100414 Clerk expenses – April 2016 re Wordpress course 30.05 

(iv) 100415 Clerk tax on remuneration 2015/16 652.67 

(v) 100416 TBS Hygiene – waste collection January to March 2016 74.88 

(vi) 100417 J Pigott – Rent of Common 2016/17 1.00 

(vii) 100418 Zurich Municipal Insurance 2016/17 318.13 

(vii) 100419 St Nicholas PCC- Hire of Room – 25 May 2016 20.00 

    

 

12. Council insurance renewal 

The Parish Council noted that the insurance renewal quotation from Zurich 

Municipal was for £318.13. This was a slight increase on the previous year although 

it was noted that from 1 November 2015 the Insurance premium Tax had risen from 

6% to 9%. However, the cost was still significantly cheaper than the £456.56 paid in 

2014 to the previous insurer. 
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It was RESOLVED that the insurance renewal quotation from Zurich Municipal for the 

year 1 June 2016 to 31 May 2017 be approved. 

13. Planning Applications and decisions to May 2016 

The Parish Council considered planning applications and decisions made since the 

last meeting and had no objections to any of the applications submitted. A further 

application at Windrush, Spring Road, had been made since the circulation of the 

schedule. Again, no concerns were raised. 

The Parish Council discussed in detail an email sent to the Clerk from the owner of 

Salcombe House raising concerns about the determination of application 

5/2016/0864 at Greyfriars, Spring Road. The Parish Council had been asked to 

investigate whether the District Council had complied with its own planning policies 

in approving this application on 14 May 2016. This was a very technical matter 

however, and the Parish Council had no relevant expertise. 

The Parish Council noted that this was a delegated application and had been 

approved apart from the first floor balcony and some other minor restrictions. It 

was felt that there would be some loss of light to the adjacent property and it was 

questioned why there had been no site visit prior to the application being 

determined.  The Annabelle Estate Management Company’s response to the 

application was considered. 

It was agreed that the Chairman draft a reply to the owner of Salcombe House 

taking into account views of other members of the Parish Council. 

14. Open Spaces Society Grant application 

The Clerk said that he had received a circular letter from the Open Spaces Society 

seeking donations for their ‘Find our Way’ fund. The right to add historic routes to 

the definitive maps would expire on 1 January 2026 and the Open Spaces Society 

wished to add as many as possible by that deadline. 

It was RESOLVED that no grant be made give the size of the Parish Council and its 

very limited financial resources. 

15. Burglary 

 

The Chairman reported on a burglary that had taken place at a house in The 

Common and which had been reported in the local newspaper. 

 

16. Central Bedfordshire District Council –‘Call for Sites’ 

 

Councillor Mrs Ayres tabled a map that had been prepared following Mid 

Bedfordshire Council ‘call for sites’ showing pieces of land that had been submitted 

by developers for housing, employment and traveller sites. In particular it was 

noted that a large parcel of land at Thrales End Farm had been submitted for 

housing.  This would in turn link up with the proposal by St Albans District Council to 

develop land at Cooters End Farm  thereby joining Harpenden and Luton. 

 

It was noted that Mid Beds had not yet assessed any of the suggested sites but that 

this should be monitored. 
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17. Transparency Fund application 2016/17 

 

The Clerk said that he had been advised that applications were being sought for 

transparency grant funding for 2016/17. 

 

The Clerk suggested that a second application should be made to cover two hours 

per month of his time on the website together with funding for computer/IT 

equipment. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk submit an application for 2016/17 on the above 

mentioned basis. 

 

18. Date of next meeting 

 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held in September 2016. 

 

The Clerk would circulate suggested dates. 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 9.10pm 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman 


