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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church Hall, 

on Tuesday 5 April 2016 starting at 7.30pm 

 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres, Mrs P Bell and 

Newby Ricci 

 

 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

 

1. Minutes 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 January 2016 were approved. 

2 Matters Arising 

Minute 8- St Mary’s Church car park 

Councillor Mrs Ayres suggested that the Parish Council should provide a grant 

towards the cost of resurfacing St Mary’s church car park and that £500 would be 

a suitable amount to contribute. 

Members of the Parish Council were sympathetic to this suggestion and agreed 

that it should be considered formally at the next meeting as a separate item on 

the agenda. It was recognised that while a grant of this amount had not been 

budgeted for, there were sufficient funds available in the Parish Council’s 

Business Saver Account. 

It was RESOLVED that 

(i) The question of a grant to St Mary’s church be deferred until the next 

meeting 

(ii) That Mrs Ayres arrange for St Mary’s church to submit a formal grant 

application to the next meeting to include the total cost of the 

resurfacing work, and the amount sought from the Parish Council.  

Minute 9 – Bank Account – proposed introduction of charges 

The Clerk said that time permitting, he would investigate switching the Parish 

Council’s banking arrangements to another provider. 

3 Co-option to the Parish Council 

No further progress had been made in finding a replacement for Ian Watson. It 

was agreed that Mrs Bell would approach Peter Barratt. Any appointment would 

be until the next Parish elections in 2019. 
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4. Clerk Remuneration 

The Clerk said that he was on the LC1 substantive benchmark range points 18 to 

22 and was now on point 22. This equated to a full time salary of £20,253. 

However, as his contracted hours were 12.5 a month, this equated to an annual 

salary of £1579.05. 

This was noted. 

5. Cheque Authorisations and Review of Expenditure 

The Parish Council noted expenditure to date during the financial year totalled 

£4,738 against total income of £5,063, although the final numbers would be in 

the financial statements for 2015/16 which would be submitted to the next 

meeting. It was noted that the transparency fund grant of £197.60 to provide the 

Clerk with training in the use of Wordpress software had not yet been spent, 

although the Clerk was due to go on a training course at the end of April.  

It was RESOLVED that HW Controls and Assurance be appointed to undertake the 

internal audit for 2015/16. 

The following cheques were approved and authorised. 
 Cheque Description £ 

(i) 100403 A Reading expenses (Domain name renewal) 7.20 

(ii) 100404 Townsend Nursery 55.20 

(iii) 100405 SADALC subscription 2014/15 10.00 

(iv) 100406 Information Commissioner 35.00 

(v) 100407 TBS Hygiene 74.88 

(vi) 100408 Open Spaces Society subscription 2016/17 45.00 

(vii) 100409 HAPTC subscription 2016/17 262.49 

(viii) 100410 A Reading expenses 2015/16 250.00 

(xi) 100411 St Nicholas PCC 10.00 

 

6. Parking at the rear of 431 Luton Road 

The Chairman said that he had found a hardwood post that could be used for 

displaying the ‘No parking sign’ at the rear of houses in Luton Road. 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk contact Townsend Nursery to see if they would 

provide a quote for installing the post. The Chairman would then visit the site 

with a view to getting agreement on the precise location where it should be 

sited. 

7. Neighbourhood Plan 

The Chairman said that the application for a Joint Neighbourhood Plan with 

Harpenden Town Council had been approved by District Council’s Cabinet on 17 

March.  

The Clerk, in conjunction with the Chairman, had put together a draft 

questionnaire which was  based on those used by several other Parish Councils. 



3 

Comments were invited from other members of the Parish Council for submission 

to the Clerk. 

It was agreed that in the second draft, references to Kinsbourne Green should be 

replaced by Harpenden Rural. 

8. Planning applications and decisions to March 2016 

 The Clerk said that there had been one further application submitted since the 

schedule had been circulated namely a two storey side extension and single rear 

extension at Greyfriars. It was agreed that no objection to this application 

should be made. 

 It was noted in particular that a new application had been submitted for Garden 

Cottage. 

 It was agreed that the application for a change of use from agricultural buildings 

to four dwellings at Turners Hall should be supported. 

9. St Albans and District Association of Local Councils – January 2016 

The Chairman said that he had attended this meeting where the main item of 

discussion had been neighbourhood planning.  The Chairman said he would look 

at the minutes when circulated to check on the key points. The Clerk said that 

Harpenden Rural’s subscription to the Association had been reduced from £100 

to £10, which seemed fairer given the size of the Parish. 

10. Financial Regulations 

The Clerk said that there were no updates to report in the last year. However, if 

the Parish Council was to move to using electronic banking in the next year, then 

the Financial Regulations would need to be revisited. 

11. Standing  Orders 

The Clerk said that there were no updates that needed to be made to the Parish 

Council’s standing orders. 

12. Date of next meeting 

It was suggested that the next meeting be held on Thursday 26 May.  

Note: subsequent to the meeting it was agreed that the next meeting be held on 

Wednesday 25 May. 

13. Affinity Water 

The Chairman said he had been consulted  regarding the installation of a 

grasscrete track to a booster station close to Derwent Road, and that he had 

agreed to the proposal  subject to the grass being reseeded. 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.23pm 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman 


