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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church Hall, 

on Tuesday 12 January 2016 starting at 7.30pm 

 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres, Mrs P Bell and 

Newby Ricci 

 

 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

 

1. Minutes 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 22 September 2015 were approved. 

2 Matters Arising 

(i) Minute 8 – Planning applications and decisions - May to September 

It was noted that the potholes in the St Mary’s church car park has been filled. 

Mrs Ayres said that she had no further information about responsibility for 

maintenance but hoped to give an update at the next meeting. 

(ii) Minute 9 – Bank Account – proposed introduction of charges 

The Clerk said that following the last meeting, he had contacted the Herts 

Association of Parish and Town Councils about alternate banking arrangements 

and they in turn had suggested Unity Trust Bank, as they worked with Parish and 

Town Councils and understood their requirements. No contact had yet been 

made. 

It was AGREED that the question of whether this should be pursued was a matter 

for the Clerk given the work involved and current low level of charges levied by 

Barclays Bank. However, the matter should be kept under review.  

3 Co-option to the Parish Council 

The Chairman said that now Ian Watson had clearly indicated that he did not 

wish to be co-opted, he proposed to ask Councillor Brian Ellis from Harpenden 

Town Council if he knew of anyone who might be interested. If this didn’t 

produce a result then the Chairman said that he would contact Councillor Mrs 

Bell who had said previously that she might know of someone suitable. 

4 Cheque Authorisations and Review of Expenditure 

The Parish Council noted expenditure to date during the financial year totalled 

£4541.94 against total income of £4747.60. It was noted that the transparency 

fund grant of £197.60 to provide the Clerk with training in the use of Wordpress 

software had not yet been spent although VAT refund for 2014/15 would be 
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included in the year end accounts. Most expenditure in the current year had 

taken place. 

The Clerk said that the cheque signed at the last meeting payable to Eurosigns 

(UK) Limited in the sum of £44.98 had been returned and destroyed as the 

invoice originally submitted had not included VAT. Eurosigns (UK) Limited had 

now submitted a second invoice for £53.98 which included VAT. 

The following cheques were approved and authorised. 
 Cheque Description £ 

(i) 100398 Townsend Nursery Limited 110.40 

(ii) 100399 Eurosigns (UK) Limited(replacement for cheque 
100396 for £44.98) signed at the September 2015 
meeting) 

53.98 

(iii) 100400 TBS Hygiene 72.00 

(iv) 100401 Townsend Nursery 55.20 

(v) 100402 St Nicholas PCC 12.50 

 

5 Parish Precept 2016/17 and Risk Assessment 

The Parish Council considered the proposed precept for 2016/17, taking into 

account expenditure for the current year. Income and expenditure for the 

current year were similar although the transparency grant had yet to be spent. 

However, VAT reclaimed for 2015/16 was likely to be more than usual. There 

was a possibility that there might be some additional expenditure incurred as a 

result of preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

The Parish Council then conducted a risk review and agreed that the risks for the 

Parish Council were dealt with through the insurance cover from Zurich 

Insurance which provided cover for Public, Products, and Employers liability, 

Loss of money, Fidelity Guarantee and Legal Expenses. Standing Orders and 

Financial Regulations were reviewed on an annual basis and a review of income 

and expenditure was undertaken at each meeting. 

It was RESOLVED that 

(i) The Parish Precept for 2016/17 be set at £4250 and that the District 

Council be notified accordingly 

(ii) that the Clerk’s remuneration be reviewed at the next meeting, 

6 Parking at the rear of 431 Luton Road 

The Clerk said that following the last meeting, he had sent a letter prepared by 

the Chairman on behalf of the Parish Council to the Managing Director of AMR 

Financial management in Luton Road. In reply the Managing Director had said 

that none of his staff parked in the unmade road behind properties in Luton 

Road. 

In respect of the additional ‘No parking’ sign, the Clerk said that discussions with 

Eurosigns (UK) Limited had been rather protracted. It had transpired that the 

invoice for £44.90 signed at the last meeting had not included VAT and second 

invoice had been submitted and a second cheque (minute 4 refers) had been 
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signed. It now transpired that the post to attach the sign had not been included 

in this cost and that this would amount to £19.85 plus £20.00 postage. 

The building waste reported at the last meeting, had been removed. 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk provide the Chairman with the dimensions of the 

post to see whether a suitable post could be obtained from a local hardware 

shop rather than ordering it from Eurosigns (UK) Limited . 

7 Neighbourhood Plan 

The Chairman reported that Harpenden Town and Harpenden Rural Parish 

Councils were making a Joint application to the District Council for an Area of 

designation for a Joint Neighbourhood Plan. A statutory consultation period 

would begin around 25 January 2016 with the application then being submitted 

to the District Council’s Cabinet on 17 March.  

The Chairman said that he would be attending a Neighbourhood Planning Meeting 

at Harpenden Town Council on 21 January 2016 and said he had emailed John 

Bagshaw, Clerk to Harpenden Town Council for more detail about the terms of 

reference of the planning consultant that the Town Council had engaged to help 

them in this process. 

It was noted that Mrs Ayres had attended a training session at the Town Council 

that had also been attended by someone who had produced a Neighbourhood 

Plan at Bishops Stortford. 

It was agreed that it would be useful to find out whether all Parishes in the St 

Albans District were intending to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan. The Chairman 

said he would report back following the meeting on 21 January. While a lot 

would happen in the next couple of weeks, it was likely to take 2/3 years to 

complete the process. 

8.  Urban and potential small scale green belt changes 

The Chairman reported on the outcome of a meeting held on 16 December with 

the District Council about urban and potential small scale Green Belt changes 

and housing capacity. 

Three sites had been discussed. The first was Rosalia; the second was the vacant 

plot opposite Councillor Mrs Bell (not included in the District Council’s plan) and 

the third was a plot next to Annables farm.  

The Parish Council did have concerns about any possible future proposal to 

develop land by the golf course as this was considered to be unsuitable. The 

District Council was not expecting Harpenden Rural Parish to identify land in the 

Parish that could be developed for inclusion in the Strategic Local Plan.  

It had been an interesting meeting which had provided quite a bit of assurance 

that there were no development threats to the Parish. 

9. Planning applications and decisions to January 2016 

It was noted that subsequent to the schedule of planning applications being 

circulated, an application had been submitted for a single storey extension plus 

additional works at The Moat House, Annables Lane (5/2015/3534). 
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Councillor Mrs Bell said that she thought an application had been submitted for 

outline planning permission in respect of the plot opposite where she lived. 

It was felt that an application to convert barns into residential use at Turners 

Hall would be submitted soon. 

It was noted that two applications in respect of Pollards farm had not yet been 

determined. The Parish Council was unsure what planning application had been 

approved in the past in respect of this property. 

It was noted that notices had been displayed to say that resurfacing work would 

take place in Annables Lane and at the crossroads on 18/19 January. The Clerk 

said that he wasn’t aware of receiving any consultation about this proposed 

work. 

10. Support for planning application at Garden Cottage, Annables Lane 

The Chairman said that he had asked that this item should be discussed by the 

Parish Council, following a suggestion that the Parish Council might endorse a 

planning application at Garden Cottage at time of submission. 

It was expected that a new application to demolish Garden Cottage and 

construct a new dwelling would be submitted quite soon.  

Following discussion, it was agreed that it would create a precedent to support a 

planning application when submitted and that the long standing arrangement of 

commenting on applications, when notified by the District Council, be 

reaffirmed. 

11. Transparency Fund 

The Clerk said that subsequent to the last meeting, the Parish Council  had 

agreed by email that the Clerk should apply to the Herts Association of Parish 

and Town Council for grant funding to enable the Parish Council to become fully 

compliant with the Transparency Code for smaller authorities. 

The grant would specifically cover some training in Wordpress, the web software 

used to update the Parish Council website, upload documents and add links plus 

time incurred by the Parish Clerk in undertaking this work. 

Notification had now been received from the Herts Association that an 

application for £197.65 had been approved and credited to the Parish Council’s 

bank account. 

The Clerk said that he planned to undertake the training in the spring of 2016. 

12. St Albans and District Association of  Local Councils 

The Chairman said that it was his intention to attend the next meeting of the 

SADALC which was due to be held on Tuesday 19 January 2016. 

13. St Albans District Strategic Local Plan 

The Clerk said that the District Council’s Strategic Local Plan has just been 

published for consultation purposes. The Chairman said he would look through 

the documentation in the next few days and email Parish Councillors with his 

views. 
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14. Register of Interest forms 

New Register of Interest forms were circulated by the Clerk and were completed 

by each member of the Parish Council. The Clerk would forward these to the 

District Council. 

15. Date of next meeting 

It was suggested that the next meeting be held on either 4 or 5 April 2016. The 

Clerk would email around the dates 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.45pm 

 

 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman 


