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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church Hall, 

on Tuesday 22 September 2015 starting at 7.30pm 

 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres, and Mrs P Bell 

and Newby Ricci 

 

 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

 

1. Minutes 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 May 2015 were approved. 

2 Matters Arising 

(i) Minute 6 – Matters Arising  

The Chairman said that he had now drafted a letter to AMR Financial 

management re parking at the rear of 429 and 431 Luton Road, and had emailed 

this to the Clerk to put on headed paper to send on behalf of the Parish Council. 

It was noted that work to block off the unofficial layby in The Common had been 

successfully completed. Mr Newby Ricci noted that one of the reflectors was 

missing. 

(ii) Minute 7 – Receipts and Payments Accounts for the year ending 31 March 

2015 

The Clerk said that he had written to Townsend Nursery Limited asking that the 

number of grass cuts be reduced as per the request made by the Parish Council 

at the last meeting. 

(iii) Minute 8 – Council Insurance Renewal 

The Clerk said that the quotation from Zurich Municipal for the sum of £307.66 

had been agreed by the Parish Council by email and that this was noted in the 

minutes for record purposes. 

3 Co-option to the Parish Council 

The Chairman said that he would endeavour to contact Ian Watson to get a 

definitive answer as to whether he would be willing to be co-opted to the Parish 

Council and would let Councillor Mrs Bell know the response. Mrs Bell said that 

she might know of someone who might be interested. Councillor Newby-Ricci 

said that he was not aware of anyone who might be willing to take on the role. 

4 Cheque Authorisations and Review of Expenditure 
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The Parish Council noted expenditure to date during the financial year totalled 

£4288.76 against total income of £4650.00. Most Parish Council expenditure was 

incurred in the first part of the year.  

The following cheques were approved and authorised. 
 Cheque Description £ 

(i) 100388 H W Controls and Assurance Limited 408.00 

(ii) 100389 Zurich Insurance 307.66 

(iii) 100390 Townsend Nursery Limited 896.40 

(iv) 100391 St Albans District Council 63.60 

(v) 100392 TBS Hygiene 74.88 

(vi) 100393 Townsend Nursery Limited 55.20 

(vii) 100394 Townsend Nursery Limited 110.40 

(vii) 100395 Townsend Nursery Limited 110.40 

(viii) 100396 Eurosigns (UK) Limited 44.98 

(ix) 100397 St Nicholas PCC 15.00 

 

5 Internal and External Audit – Report on Year ending 31 March 2015 

The Parish Council noted one minor issue that had been identified by the 

Internal and External Auditors which was set out in the issues arising report. 

In 2014/15, the Parish Council had, for the first time, received Council tax 

support amounting to £37.00. As this grant did not form part of the precept, it 

needed to be accounted for in the same way as any other grants received, i.e. 

included in Section1, Box 3 of the Annual Return (Other Income), not in Box 2 

(Precept). 

It was RESOLVED that 

(i) In future years, any Council tax support money received from St Albans 

District Council be correctly accounted for in Box 3 of the Annual return 

(ii) The completed Annual Return be approved and accepted 

6 Neighbourhood Plan – Harpenden Town Council 

The Clerk said that he had been notified in June 2015 that Harpenden Town 

Council was considering putting in place a Neighbourhood Plan as this would help 

give greater control over planning development. The Town Council had made 

some initial contact with the Parish to involve them in establishing the 

boundaries of the planning area and the Chairman had said he would be willing 

to participate in discussions subject to availability. However, no further contact 

had been made by the Town Council since the summer. 

It was agreed that the Parish Council did not have sufficient resources to prepare 

its own Neighbourhood plan and so it made sense to liaise with Harpenden Town 

Council. 
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7 Parking at the rear of 431 Luton Road 

The Clerk said that had received a further communication from the owner of 431 

Luton Road suggesting that one of the existing ‘No Parking’ signs be moved to a 

different location.  

The Parish Council was of the view that moving the sign was not the best 

solution and that as a quote had been obtained from Eurosigns (UK) Limited for a 

third sign in the sum of £44.90 including delivery, then that was a better option. 

It was recognised that there would be an additional cost (unspecified) of getting 

the sign erected. 

The Clerk said that both he and Councillor Mrs Ayres had noticed that building 

materials had been left on the triangle of Kinsbourne Green Common rented by 

the Parish Council.  It appeared that one of the residents was having some 

building work undertaken. While it was expected that the building waste would 

be removed, it should not have been put there in the first place. A local resident 

had contacted the Clerk about the problem. 

The Chairman said that he would arrange to visit the site and seek to have the 

rubble removed. 

It was RESOLVED that a ‘No Parking’ sign be ordered from Eurosigns (UK) Limited 

at a cost of £44.90. 

8.  Planning Applications and Decisions from May to September 2015 

It was noted that the number of applications in the Parish was running at a high 

level. 

It was noted in particular that the application for nine dwellings at Silver 

Birches, Coles Lane, had been approved. The Parish Council had no objection to 

the proposal to construct a six bedroom dwelling and carport following the 

demolition of the existing dwelling and outbuildings at garden Cottage, Annables 

Lane. 

The Clerk said that for the future, he would include in the schedule of planning 

applications, the reasons for refusal 

Councillor Mrs Ayres said that St Marys were seeking to raise £20k to resurface 

the car park at the rear of the Church. The car park was increasingly popular and 

used as a public car park. However, responsibility for maintenance was unclear. 

Mrs Ayres said that she would try and identify what the £20k would cover. In 

addition, clarification would be sought on which entity put the existing gravel 

down. It should be ascertained if a cheaper proper regravelling had been 

properly explored. It was considered that a gravel finish would be more in 

keeping with a rural environment than tarmac. 

9. Bank Account –proposed introduction of charges 

The Clerk said that he had received a letter from Barclays Bank plc to say that 

the free banking enjoyed by the Parish Council would cease with effect from 13 

October 2015.The Parish Council would be moved to a Mixed Payments Plan with 

charges of £7 a month, which would be reduced to £2 a month due to a loyalty 

reward and bonus refund. The latter was reviewed annually so it was a 

reasonable assumption that charges would increase further in 2016. 
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It was felt that in view of the fact the time involved in switching bank accounts 

would be significant, it would not be worthwhile to do to avoid a charge of £24 a 

year. 

The Clerk said that he would contact the Herts Association of Parish and Town 

Councils to see whether they could advise whether or not free banking could be 

obtained elsewhere. 

10. St Albans and District Association of Local Councils 

It was noted that the next meeting of the Association would be held on Tuesday 

27 October 2015 at St Stephen. 

Councillor Dent said that he planned to attend the meeting. 

11. Date of next meeting 

It was suggested that the next meeting be held on 12 January 2016 and agreed 

that the Clerk would seek confirmation by email. 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.46pm 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman 


