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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church Hall, 

on Monday 24 March 2015 starting at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres Mrs P Bell and 

Newby-Ricci. 

 

Apology for absence: Councillor Watson 

 

 

 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

 

 

1. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 12 January 2015 were approved. 

2. Matters Arising 

(i) Minute 5 – Review of HRPC Financial Regulations 

The Chairman said that he had now reviewed the new model Financial Regulations 

and proposed that in the light of this a number of minor changes be made to 

Harpenden Rural’s Financial Regulations. 

It was RESOLVED that updated Financial Regulations for Harpenden Rural Parish 

Council be approved as attached to these minutes. 

(ii) Minute 11 – St Albans and District Association of Local Councils – 20 January 2015 

Councillor Bell reported on the meeting of SADALC held on 20 January 2015. The 

Clerk said that he would circulate the minutes of this meeting when received. 

(iii)Minute 12 – Trees Overhanging the Common 

The Clerk said this matter was outstanding from the last meeting 

3. Cheque Authorisations and Review of Expenditure 

The Parish Council noted expenditure to date during the financial year totalled 

£4111.52 against total income of £4201.12. There would be minor adjustments to 

make before the year-end but the position was unlikely to change very much.  

The following cheques were approved and authorised. 
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 Cheque Description £ 

(i) 100376 TBS Hygiene dog waste collection Oct to Dec 2014 74.78 

(ii) 100377 Information Commissioner 35.00 

(iii) 100378 St Nicholas PCC – Hire of Room – 24 March 2014 10.00 

 

4. Transparency Code for smaller authorities 

The Clerk reported on the Transparency Code for Smaller authorities and 

forthcoming changes to the external audit regime that would affect Harpenden 

Rural Parish Council. Regulations to require compliance with the Code were due to 

come into effect from the end of March 2015 along with guidance on compensation 

for the new burdens created. Further information was awaited. 

It was noted that minutes of all formal meetings, meeting agenda and associated 

papers would need to be published on the HRPC website within strict timelines. This 

would be an extension of actions that were already taken. However there would be 

another annual data set to produce and publish including an Annual Governance 

Statement. The requirement for the external audit would continue until 2017 and so 

there would be an overlap. 

It was suggested that this could be raised at the meeting of the St Albans and 

District Association of Local Councils due to be held on 21 April 2015 to see whether 

any further information could be obtained and that the Clerk should ask for this to 

be added to the agenda. 

5. Unofficial lay-by in The Common 

The Clerk said that further to the last meeting Councillor Maxine Crawley had 

agreed that she would be willing to contribute £500 from her locality budget 

towards the cost of dealing with the unofficial lay-by in The Common. An 

application for the grant had been submitted and unofficial confirmation obtained 

that the money would be received after the election on 7 May 2015. 

Townsend Nursery had provided further information to say that the cost of 

backfilling and seeding would amount to £120 plus VAT. So, the total cost to install 

a series of 12, 3 feet out of ground, 6 inch diameter, tantalised wooden posts with 

reflective strips, concreted into position would be £747 plus VAT. Councillor Mrs 

Ayres said that she had received confirmation for the landowner, John Pigott that 

he was happy for the work to proceed. 

It was RESOLVED that the quote from Townsend Nursery, as outlined above, be 

approved 

6. Parking at the rear of 429 and 431 Luton Road 

The Chairman said that Mr Gilman, the owner of 429 Luton Road had been in touch 

with him asking that the Parish Council reintegrate an oval area near the rear of his 

property back into the common by re landscaping it, with a line of posts outlining 

the access route, similar to those already in use.  

The Clerk said that the owner of 431 Luton Road had written to him again asking 

that a no parking sign be installed at the rear of her property. 
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The Parish Council discussed the request from the owner of 429 Luton Road and 
concluded that it was not in favour of removing the oval due to use for passing and 
cost of change. However, it was also agreed that the Chairman write to Mr Gilman 
to see whether he had been blocked in so that it had been necessary to have a car 
moved to gain access to his property and if so, how many times that had happened 
and to whom did the car(s) belong? With that information the Parish Council would 
consider what further action (including possibly contacting 433 Luton Road) was 
appropriate. 
 

7. Land between Garden Cottage and Rosalia 

It was noted that planning application 5/2014/3373 had been withdrawn on 12 

February 2015 and that no further information had been received subsequent to 

that. 

8. Planning Applications and decisions to March 2015 

The Parish Council considered planning applications for the period to March 2015. 

9. St Albans and District Association of Local Councils  – meeting on 21 April 2015 

Councillor Dent said that he would, subject to checking on any diary 

clash,endeavour to attend the next meeting of the Association which was due to be 

held at Sandridge Parish Council on 21 April 2015. 

10. Pennypond 

The Chairman reported on a conversation with the owner of Pennypond seeking a 

view of a possible application to extend that property 

11. Date of Next meeting 

The Clerk said that the next meeting would need to be held within two weeks of the 

Parish Council elections on 7 May 2015. It was agreed that that the Clerk email 

Parish Councillors to see which was the most suitable date. 

12. Parish Council elections – 7 May 2015 

The Clerk circulated nomination packs for the forthcoming elections to the Parish 

Council. 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.30pm 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman 

 


