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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church Hall, 

on Tuesday 30 September 2014 starting at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres Mrs P Bell and 

Newby-Ricci. 

 

Apology for absence: Councillor Watson 

 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

 

 

1. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 27 May 2014 were approved. 

2. Matters Arising 

(i) Minute 4 – Matters Arising 

The Clerk said that he had invited Sally Brown, Police Community Support Officer to 

the meeting, but that she had declined the invitation owing to her moving house. 

3. Cheque Authorisations and Review of Expenditure 

The Parish Council noted expenditure to date during the financial year totalled 

£3417.80 although this excluded outstanding invoices for Townsend nursery and TBS 

Hygiene. The Clerk said that he had chased the County Council for an invoice for 

£343.07 in respect on the two’ No Parking’ signs installed at the rear of houses in 

Luton Road,  but no response had been received. It appeared increasingly likely that 

the Parish Council would not be required to meet this cost 

The following cheques were approved and authorised. 
 Cheque Description £ 

(i) 100540 HW Controls and Assurance  - Internal Audit fee   390.00 

(ii) 100364 Townsend Nursery 3 grass cuts April and May 2014 165.60 

(iii) 100365 Townsend Nursery  2 grass cuts June 2014 110.40 

(iv) 100367 Townsend Nursery grass cut July 2014  55.20 

(v) 100368 TBS Hygiene dog waste collection April to June 2014 74.88 

(vi) 100369 Townsend Nursery 2 grass cuts August 2014   110.40 

(vii) 100370 St Nicholas PCC – Hire of Room – 30 September 2014 10.00 
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4. Unofficial layby in the Common 

The Clerk said that he had not yet had an opportunity to action this matter but 

would approach Townsend Nursery shortly. 

5. Internal and External Audit – Year Ending 31 March 2014 

The Clerk said that the only matter raised by HW Controls and Assurance was that 

while invoices   received were noted with the date of payment, there was no 

reference to the cheque number used to make the payment. Similarly, it might be 

easier for the Council to reconcile the list of cheques for authorisation if these 

included the cheque number and were presented in sequential order. 

The Parish Council was of the view that given the limited number of transactions in 

the course of a year it was not essential to make these changes and agreed that this 

should be left to the Clerk’s discretion. 

The External Auditors had advised that there had been no matters which had come 

to their attention which required the issuing of a separate additional issues arising 

report. The Clerk said that the external audit had taken up more time this year as 

the Harpenden Rural Parish had been selected, as part of a 5% sample of Parish 

Councils, for additional audit checks. 

The Parish Council noted the competed Annual Return and RESOLVED that the 

Annual Return be approved and accepted. 

6.  Parking at the rear of houses in Luton Road 

The Clerk said that he had received a letter from the owner of 431 Luton Road 

advising that a car parking space had been prepared at the rear of her property 

following the demolition of a rear wall. She had suggested moving one of the 

existing ‘No Parking’ signs so that it was at least partly adjacent to her property, or 

alternately, installing a third sign. 

The Parish Council expressed reluctance at moving one of the existing signs in view 

of the cost and the fact that this might inadvertently cause a further problem. 

It was RESOLVED that as the parking situation seemed to have improved, that the 

owner of 431 Luton Road be asked to keep the Parish Council informed of any 

problem and that the Council would review the situation in the light of any further 

information. 

7. Planning Applications May to September 2014 

The Parish Council considered planning applications for the period to September 

2014. 

In respect of the proposed solar park on land to the South West of Faulkners End 

Farm, it was noted that a screening review had not yet been carried out by St 

Albans District Council and that a full impact analysis was required. It therefore 

looked as if a decision would not be taken in the very near future. 

In terms of application 5/2014/2210 – demolition of existing houses at Stepping 

Stones and construction of a replacement dwelling, it was noted that the neighbours 

were happy with the proposal. 
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In terms of application 5/2014/2427 – two storey side and single storey rear 

extension at Briar patch, it was felt that the plans looked to be acceptable. 

8. Hertfordshire Town and Parish Conference 

It was noted that the second Hertfordshire Town and Parish Councils’ conference 

would take place on Thursday 16 October 2014 at Robertson House, Stevenage. 

Councillor Dent said that he would look at his diary to see if he could attend, and 

would let the Clerk know. 

9. St Albans District Association of Local Councils 

It was noted that the next two meetings of the Association would be held on 

21 October 2014 at Colney Heath Parish Council 

20 January 2015 at Redbourn Parish Council 

It was agreed that the Clerk email all Parish Councillors to see if anyone could 

attend. 

10. Parish Council elections – 7 May 2015 

It was noted that the Parish Council elections were due to be held on 7 May 2015. 

Documentation would be circulated nearer the time. 

11. Coach on the Common 

Councillor Mrs Bell reported that she has seen a coach being driven along The 

Common towards the main A5183 Road, and that she thought vehicles of that size 

were prohibited for using that route. 

12. Date of next meeting 

It was suggested that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 13 January 2015* and 

agreed that the Clerk email all Parish Councillors. 

* Subsequently moved to Monday 12 January 2015 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.20 pm 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman 

 


