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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church Hall, 

on Monday 24 March 2014 starting at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres and Mrs P Bell. 

 

Apologies for absence: Councillors Newby-Ricci and Watson 

 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

Mr N Womersley (local resident) 

 

 

1. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 January 2014 were approved. 

 

2. Matters arising 

Minute 7 – Parish Conference  

The Clerk said that Police Community Support Officer, Sally Brown had again been 

unable to attend. An invitation would be extended to her to attend a future 

meeting. 

 

3. Cheque Authorisation and Review of Expenditure v Budget 

The Parish Council noted that total income for the year was £4,578 which included a 

VAT refund and HCC grant of £300. Expenditure to date was expected to be £3,846 

(including cheques below), although the cost of installing the two ‘no parking’ signs 

might now be incurred during the 2014/15 financial year given the delays in 

providing the signing. 

The following cheques were approved and authorised: 

(i) TBS Hygiene -  Dog waste collection October to December 2013 - £74.88 

(ii) Andrew Reading – renewal of domain name - £7.20 

(iii) St Nicholas PCC – Hire of Room -£10.00 

(iv) Data protection annual fee - £35.00 

 

4. Houses in Derwent Road and Common Land 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Womersley to the meeting. 
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The Clerk said that Julian Thornton, the Countryside Access Officer at Hertfordshire 

County Council, had been investigating on behalf of a local resident possible 

encroachment of new properties in Derwent Road on to Kinsbourne Green Common. 

Mr Thornton had now advised that in his view, the encroachment at ‘Fearnley’ had 

been resolved in that shrubs had been removed from the Common along with a 

gateway and fence. A brick gate post remained but this appeared to be located on 

the boundary of the Common. 

At Roycroft, the enclosing fence had been removed and the Common boundary 

delineated by sleepers. The mature shrubs that formed the hedge still existed on 

the Common but it was noted that this in part, replaced the earlier thicket removed 

during construction. It was noted that Mr Womersley was proposing to replace the 

thicket in full by additional planting along the boundary. 

The Parish Council felt that the concerns raised by the local resident had now been 

addressed and that the encroachment on to the Common has been resolved. 

It was RESOLVED that  

(i) Mr Thornton be advised that the Parish Council considered that the 

encroachment onto Common Land had been resolved and that the Parish Council 

felt that no further planting was required on the boundary of Roycroft. 

(ii) The local resident who had raised the matter initially be advised of the Council’s 

view 

 

5. Standing Orders 

The Clerk said that he had updated the Parish Council’s Standing Orders in the light 

of the revised Model Standing Orders supplied by NALC. The main changes were to 

the Code of Conduct which had been updated as a consequence of the Localism Act.  

It was RESOLVED that subject to the use of non-gender specific terminology being 

used throughout, and the correction of a typo in Standing Oder 6,  the revised 

Standing Orders as circulated with the agenda, be adopted. 

 

6. Parking problems at the Rear of 429 Luton Road and Proposal to erect signage 

The Chairman said that he was due to attend a site visit the following day with Eralp 

Yucelt and Peter Gilman to decide on the exact location of the ‘no parking’ signs.  

The signs were then due to be installed within a period of two weeks. 

 

7. Unofficial Lay-by in The Common  

The Clerk said that Councillor Maxine Crawley had advised that she would be willing 

to provide £500 from her locality budget to resolve the problem of the unofficial 

lay-by, if the Parish Council would match that sum. 

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council match the £500 offered by Councillor 

Crawley and that the Clerk obtain quotes from Townsend Nursery and DG Gardening 
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Services for the work. This would require the installation of posts with reflectors 

plus some infilling with topsoil. 

Note: Subsequent to the meeting, Councillor Mrs Ayres advised that the owner of 

the land, John Pigott, had advised her that he did not wish the work to be 

undertaken as he was concerned where dog walkers would park their cars. The 

matter would therefore need to be reconsidered. 

  

8. London Luton Airport 

It was noted that information was still awaited on whether the Secretary of State 

would call in this application. 

 

9. Litter on Kinsbourne Green Common 

The Clerk report on correspondence with a local resident concerning a broken litter 

bit, with a Camden Council logo that has been dumped on the Common between 

The Old Dairy and St Mary’s church car park. 

Mrs Ayres said that having contacted Ian Pigott about the fly tipping, the broken 

waste bin has now been removed. However, some other rubbish, including a 

shopping trolley remained. Mrs Ayres agreed to contact Mr Pigott about the 

remaining rubbish. 

 

10. Planning applications and decisions to January 2014 

The Parish Council considered planning applications and decisions covering the 

period to March 2014. 

The Parish Council noted in particular a recently submitted screening application in 

Kinsbourne Green for a solar farm. The site was on land to the South West of 

Faulkners End Farm.  While the nature of the application was not a concern as it did 

not overlook property, there was an issue about access to the site which would be 

from Kinsbourne Green Lane, close to the narrowest part of the Lane. 

In respect of application 5/2014/0616- conversion of existing barn to provide 

habitable accommodation, the Parish Council had no objection. 

 

11. Hertfordshire Town and Parish Conference – 7 April 2014 

The Chairman said that he would be attending a conference for Town and Parish 

Councils on the afternoon of 7 April 2014 at Robertson House, Stevenage. This was 

an opportunity to discuss how County and Parish Councils could work more closely 

together. 

 

12. Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held by the end of May 2014 starting at 

7.30pm. The Clerk to check on availability for 27 May 2014. 
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There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.35pm 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman 

 


