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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church Hall, 

on  Monday 13 January 2014 starting at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres, Mrs P Bell, 

Newby-Ricci and Watson 

 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

 

 

 

1. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 10 September 2013 were approved. 

 

2. Matters arising 

(i) Minute 2 – Internal Audit Fee 

The Clerk said that he had approached St Michael Parish Council and  had 

been advised that their internal audit fee was nil.  However, this was 

surprising and was more likely to be the external audit fee. External audit 

fees were set nationally and for small Parishes like Harpenden Rural, were 

currently nil. 

(ii) Minute 2- Chicken Run 

Mrs Ayres advised that the fencing had been removed. 

(iii) Minute 2 – Parish Website 

The Clerk said that the number of unique visitors to the site in December 

2013 was over 250 – more than the number of Parishioners. A number of these 

were probably companies looking for contacts. 

(iv) Minute 2 –Council Insurance Renewal 

This was outstanding 

(v) Minute 2 – Development in Derwent Road 

The Clerk said that after making a number of approaches over the alleged use 

of Common Land for part of the back garden of a new property, he had been 

contacted in November 2013 to say that the Hertfordshire Rights of Way 

Service would be inspecting the site. No further update had been received 

since then.  It looked like progress would be slow. 
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(vi) Minute 7 – Parish Conference  

The Clerk said that he had invited Police Community Support Officer, Sally 

Brown to the meeting, but that unfortunately she was unable to attend. 

However, she was happy to attend a future meeting. 

(vii) Minute 10 - Internal Audit Report – Accounts for the Year Ending 31 March 

2013 

The Clerk said that subsequent to the last meeting, the ‘Issues Arising’ Report 

from the External Auditors, BDO had been received. No other matters had 

come to the External Auditor’s attention other than those raised by the 

Internal Auditor.  

In respect of matters raised by the Internal Auditors, the Clerk said that he 

had approached the Council’s Insurers about the £10,000 limit for the Fidelity 

Guarantee. The Insurers had confirmed that as part of an improvement to the 

policy for 2013/14, the Fidelity Guarantee cover had been increased to 

£250,000 at no additional cost. This matter had therefore fallen away. The 

Financial Regulation were to be reviewed later in the meeting (Minute 5 

refers) and Standing Orders would be reviewed in March 2014. A review of 

expenditure v budget had been circulated with the agenda papers for 

consideration during the precept discussions. 

(viii) Minute 12- Cheque Authorisations 

The Clerk said that he had suggested to Mr Pigott when sending the cheque 

for £1 for the rent of Common Land, that it might be easier to deal with such 

a small amount by Standing Order in future. No reply had been received. 

(ix) Minute 13 – Parish Council 

The Clerk said that he approached the District Council about the possibility of 

increasing the number of Parish Councillors from five to six. The advice 

received was that this would be a lengthy and costly process involving  a  

community  governance review and consultation with all electors. 

It was AGREED that it was rare for meetings of the Parish Council to be 

inquorate and that the suggestion to increase the number of Parish 

Councillors should not be pursued. 

 

3. Cheque Authorisation and Review of Expenditure v Budget 

The Parish Council noted that total income for the year was £4,578 which included a 

VAT refund and HCC grant of £300. Expenditure to date was £3,355 (including 

cheques below) with further expenditure of approximately £700 anticipated by the 

end of the financial year assuming the ‘No Parking’ signs were installed soon.  A 

surplus of c£400 was expected although a contribution towards solving the problem 

of the unofficial layby in The Common was a possibility. 

The following cheques were approved and authorised: 

(i) TBS Hygiene -  Dog waste collection July to September 2013 - £74.88 

(ii) Townsend Nursery – Grass cutting July and September -£84.00 

(iii) St Nicholas PCC – Hire of Room -£10.00 
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4. Parish Precept 2014/15 and Risk Assessment 

The Parish Council considered the proposed precept for 2014/15 taking into account 

the level of expenditure for the current year. The Clerk said that the three benches 

owned by the Parish Council hadn’t been refurbished  for some years and needed 

attention. Furthermore, at some point trees on the land rented from Mr Pigott 

would need some attention to cut them back. A third dog bin sited at the entrance 

to Derwent Road was also suggested. The Clerk said that the cost of providing two 

’No Parking’ signs, as previously discussed was £343.07. 

The Parish Council conducted a risk review and agreed that the risks for the Parish 

Council were addressed through the insurance cover from Aon which provided cover 

for Public, Products and Employer’s Liability, loss of money, Fidelity Guarantee and 

Legal Expenses, together with the Financial Regulations adopted in 2006 and 

Standing Orders adopted in 2011. 

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Precept for 2014/15 be set at £4,050 and that the 

District Council be notified accordingly. 

 

5. Review of HRPC Financial Regulations 

The Clerk said that he had reviewed the Financial Regulations adopted by the Parish 

Council in 2006 which had been based on the Model regulations supplied by NALC. 

These had not changed for a number of years although it was anticipated that they 

would be updated in the fairly near future given the Government’s intention to 

allow Parish Councils to use electronic payments rather than rely solely on payments 

by cheque. 

The Parish Council noted that the Clerk had made several minor changes to the 

Regulations adopted in 2006, but that fundamentally they were unchanged and still 

appropriate. 

It was RESOLVED that the updated HRPC Financial Regulations be approved as 

circulated and that they be reviewed on an annual basis. 

 

6. Standing Orders Update 

The Clerk said that he would review the Parish Council’s Standing Orders against the 

most recent model  from HALC and report to the next meeting. 

 

7. Parking problems at the Rear of 429 Luton Road and Proposal to erect signage 

The Parish Council noted that Eralp Yucelt, District Service Agent, had not been 

able to give a date when the work to erect signage would be carried out due to non-

priority work being re-programmed in the current financial year. 

It was agreed that this was not satisfactory and that the Clerk should contact Mr 

Yucelt to obtain a date for the signs to be installed. 
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8. Unofficial Layby in The Common  

The Clerk said that he had met on site with Ian Richardson (Highways Officer) in 

early December. Mr Richardson had been of the view that preventing cars parking in 

the unofficial layby could be solved for considerably less than the £7,500 previously 

quoted and that installation of reflective posts  would be sufficient. Furthermore, it 

might be possible to find a financial contribution from the Highways Locality budget 

with part of the cost being met by the Parish Council. 

Mr Reading said that he had not heard further from Mr Richardson, but would 

contact him again shortly. 

 

9. London Luton Airport 

It was noted that Luton Borough Council had approved the planning application to 

expand London Luton airport at a meeting held on 20 December 2013. The next step 

would be to try and get the application called in by the Secretary of State. It was 

noted that Harpenden Town Council had written a very impressive letter to this 

effect. 

It was AGREED that there was no further action that could be taken at this stage. 

 

10. Planning applications and decisions to January 2014 

The Parish Council considered planning applications and decisions covering the 

period to January 2014. 

 

11. St Albans and District Association of Local Councils 

The Chairman said that he would be attending the meeting of the Association 

scheduled for Tuesday 14 January 2014. 

 

12. Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held in on Monday 24 March 2014 starting at 

7.30pm 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.30pm 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman 

 


