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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church 

Hall, on Tuesday 10 September 2013 starting at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres and Mrs P Bell 

  

Apology for absence: Councillors Newby-Ricci and Watson 

 

Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk) 

Ian Richardson (Highways Officer) 

 

 

1. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 20 May 2013 were approved. 

 

2. Matters arising 

(i) Minute 4 – Internal Audit Fee 

The Clerk said that he would approach St Michael Parish Council prior to the 

2013/14 Audit to see what arrangements they made for their audit. 

(ii) Minute 4 – Community Right to Bid 

It had been agreed subsequent to the last meeting that there were 

insufficient parishioners to bid for Kinsbourne Green Common. 

(iii) Minute 4 – Chicken Run 

It was noted that the advice received from the Herts Association was that if 

the fenced in areas covered less than 10% of the Common and was in place 

for no more than 6 months, then there was no issue.  However, any period 

in excess of this required an application to DEFRA for permission. Mrs Ayres 

thought that Mr Piggott would be making this application – although it was 

noted that the chickens had now gone. 

(iv) Minute 4 – Parish Website 

It was noted that the Chairman had been provided with the website 

passwords. The Clerk reported that the grant of £300 from Hertfordshire 

County Council for the design and hosting of the site, had been received. 

(v) Minute 8 –Council Insurance Renewal 

The Chairman said that the Clerk should contact Emma Payne, Clerk to the 

St Albans District Association of Local Councils, for further details on 

insurance options. 
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(vi) Minute 12 – Development in Derwent Road 

It was noted that The Rights of Way Service at Hertfordshire County Council 

had been contacted over the alleged use of Common Land for part of the 

back garden of a new property. The Clerk said he had made a number of 

telephone calls and sent several emails and eventually had been advised 

that the matter was being investigated. It looked like progress would be 

slow. 

 

3. Ian Richardson – Highways Officer 

The Chairman welcomed Ian Richardson to the meeting. 

Mr Richardson said that Hertfordshire County Council had appointed Ringway as 

highways maintenance contractor from October 2012. Their work programme 

covered two aspects with the first being an emergency response service and the 

second, a planned highways maintenance programme (there was a 5/6 year core 

programme). Opus Design Consultants had been commissioned for matters such as 

traffic upgrades. 

Mr Richardson said that as Highways Locality Officer, he looked after the annual 

Highways Locality budget of £90k. This was allocated at the discretion of 

Councillor Maxine Crawley. 

In terms of the Parish area, it was suggested that informal parking places in 

Watery Lane could be formalised by filling in potholes and providing a proper 

surface.  Mr Richardson said that while possible, third party agreements might be 

needed if the passing places formed part of private property. This proposal could 

be raised with Councillor Crawley. It was noted that salt bins could not be funded 

out of the Locality Budget 

While the junction of Annables Lane and Kinsbourne Green Lane was considered to 

be dangerous, Mr Richardson said that there were a large number of similar sites 

across the County and in order for remedial works to be undertaken, accidents had 

to be recorded. It was unlikely that Watery Lane would be gritted as suggested. 

Mr Richardson said that a useful site was www.roadworks.org as this gave 

information on when roads were likely to be resurfaced. 

At the conclusion of the discussion, the Chairman thanked Mr Richardson for 

attending the meeting. 

 

4. Parking problems at the rear of 429 Luton Road 

The Clerk said that the cost of providing two signs, as previously discussed was 

£343.07. 

In terms of the size of the signs, the recommendation from the District Service 

Agent was to mount the signs at a height above 1.8metres in order to consider the 

needs of pedestrians. However, Mr Gilman felt that signs at this height would be 

intrusive – a view that the Parish Council endorsed. It terms of the size of the 

signs, it was felt that 600mm x 400m as proposed was too large and that 300mm x 

300mm was more appropriate. 

It was RESOLVED that  

http://www.roadworks.org/
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(i) the cost of installing two ‘no parking’ signs, at a maximum cost of  £343.07 

be approved, with the signs being installed at car height and to be 300mm x 

300mm in size 

(ii) the wording on the signs to be as previously agreed – Harpenden Rural Parish 

Council NO PARKING TURNING ONLY Do not obstruct access opposite. 

Colours to be black on white 

(iii) Mr Gilman be asked to liaise with the District Service Agent on the precise 

location of the signs and arrange for the work to be carried out. 

 

5. Unofficial lay-by in Common Lane 

The Clerk said that he had been quoted a cost of c £7,500 for the installation of 25 

reflective bollards that were sited two metres apart. This sum to include building 

up the lay-by to matching the surrounding area  with top soil, plus seeding. This 

cost also included the necessary traffic management measures. 

It was agreed that this was beyond the resources of the Parish Council and that the 

cost was excessive.  

It was suggested that this work could be funded from the Locality budget and that 

Councillor Maxine Crawley be approached about this. 

 

6. Community Survey Results from June 2013 

The Chairman reported on the Community Survey Results from June 2013. 

Responses from Harpenden Rural residents were few in number and the results had 

not contained any surprises. 

 

7.  Parish Conference 

The Chairman reported on the discussions at the Parish Conference held in June 

2013. 

It was suggested that it would be useful to invite the Police Community Support 

Officer along to a future meeting and the Clerk was asked to arrange this. 

 

8.  St Albans District Association of Local Councils 

The Clerk reported that the next meeting of the St Albans District Association of 

Local Councils would be held on 15 October 2013 at Sandridge. The Chairman 

asked the Clerk to contact Tony Newby-Ricci and Ian Watson to see if either could 

attend as the date wasn’t suitable for anyone at the meeting. 

 

9. London Luton Airport Planning Application 

There was no new information to report other than the fact that Luton Borough 

Council had received a report from their consultants on capacity potential. This 

would clarify whether the application would be determined by Luton Borough 

Council or be dealt with as a nationally significant infrastructure project to be 

considered by the Government’s Planning Inspectorate. 
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10. Internal Audit Report – Accounts for the Year ending 31 March 2013 

The Clerk reported on three issues raised by the Internal Auditors as follows: 

HW Controls and Assurance had pointed out that following the receipt of the 

annual precept, there was a period of a few weeks when the funds held by the 

Parish Council in the two Barclays bank Accounts exceeded the insured level of 

£10,000 for Fidelity Guarantee (by up to £735 between 26 April and 4 June 2013). 

The Parish Council was of the view that as this was for a relatively short period, it 

was not a matter of concern. Nevertheless, the Clerk was asked to approach the 

Council’s insurers to see if there would be a cost involved in increasing the Fidelity 

Guarantee to cover the excess. 

HW Controls and Assurance had also suggested that it would be an appropriate 

time to review and update both the Financial Regulations and the Standing Orders.  

It was RESOLVED that both matters should be considered at the next meeting and 

that reviews should take place annually. 

Finally, HW Controls and Assurance had advised that while there were a limited 

number of financial transactions in any year, it would be good practice for the 

minutes to show that the Council regularly reviewed actual expenditure against 

budget and for this to be recorded. This could be done along with cheque 

authorisations and could include bank reconciliations at that time. 

The Parish Council considered that while they did review actual expenditure, this 

could be undertaken in a more formal way as suggested. 

 

11. Planning applications and decisions to August 2013 

The Parish Council considered planning applications and decisions covering the 

period to August 2013.  

 

12. Cheque authorisations 

The following cheques were approved and authorised: 

(i) St Albans District Association of Local Councils - £100.00 

(ii) Mr J Pigott – rent of Common land - £1.00 

(iii) TBS Hygiene dog waste collection April to June 2013 - £74.88 

(iv) St Nicholas PCC – Hire of room -£15.00 

(v) HMRC – Tax on Clerk’s salary 2012/13 - £474.18 

(vi) Clerk’s salary and expenses for 2012/13 (net) - £1021.84 

(vii) G Reading –Website development -£200.00 

(viii) HW Controls and Assurance - £390.00 

It was suggested that it would be more efficient if the Annual peppercorn rent of 

£1 could be paid by standing order. The Clerk said he would raise this with Mr 

Pigott. 
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13. Parish Council 

It was felt that with only five Parish Councillors, there was always a risk of a 

meeting being inquorate if there were more than two apologies for a Parish 

Council meeting. The Clerk said that he would make inquiries about increasing the 

number of Parish Councillors to six. 

The Electoral Register could be reviewed at the next meeting to see which parts of 

the Parish were currently unrepresented. 

 

14. Clerk – Contracted hours 

The Chairman said that the Clerk was contracted to work 10 hours a month based 

on information obtained from Ian Cole, the previous Clerk. However, the workload 

was regularly proving to be in excess of that amount as and he suggested that 12.5 

hours a month was more realistic. The cost of this would be approximately £200.00 

a year. 

It was RESOLVED that the above change to the Parish Clerk’s contract be approved 

with effect from 1 April 2013. 

 

15. Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held in January 2014. Date to be 

confirmed. 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 9.05 pm 

 

 

Clerk to the Council        Chairman 

 


