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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 
 
 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s 
Church Hall, on Monday 20 May 2013 starting at 7.30pm 
 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres and Mrs P 
Bell and Newby Ricci. 

 
Apology for absence: Councillor Watson. 

 
Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk). Peter Gilman and Eileen 

Ruttley – local residents 
 

 
1. Appointment of Chairman 

 
It was RESOLVED that Mr S Dent be appointed Chairman of the Parish Council for 
the ensuing year. 

 
2. Appointment of Vice-Chairman 

 
It was RESOLVED that Mr A Newby-Ricci be appointed Vice –Chairman of the Parish 
Council for the ensuing year 

 
3. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 26 March 2013 were approved. 
 

4. Matters arising 

(a)  Minute 2 - Matters Arising – Internal Audit Fee 

The Clerk said that having had discussions with Hertfordshire Audit Services, his 
view was that their approach was better suited to larger Parish Councils and that 
cost savings were unlikely to be achieved. HW Controls and Assurance had advised 
that they would not increase their audit fee for 2013. 

It was RESOLVED that HW Controls and Assurance conduct the internal audit for 
2013 that the Clerk approach St Michael Parish Council about their audit 
arrangements. 

(b) Minute 2 – Matters Arising- Community Right to bid 

The Clerk said that Carl Cheevers had advised that the Community Right to Bid 
would be launched by the end of May 2013. 
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(c)  Minute 3 – Matters Arising  – Chicken Run 

It was noted that the chicken run on the Common was still in place.  The Clerk said 
he would contact the Herts Association of Parish and Town Councils for their 
advice on the matter. 

(d) Minute 4 - Parish Website 

The Chairman said that he had suggested a couple of small changes to the text and 
was pleased with the results. 

In terms of security, the site used the latest version of Wordpress, which was 
secure and, on top of that, Wordfence had been installed which included firewall 
and anti-virus software. There were no default usernames and the site had a 
strong password. Also LCN, the hosting company had security controls in place. 

The Clerk said that he would provide the Chairman with the website passwords. 

(e) Minute 6 – Car Parking Problem 

The Clerk said that he had contacted Councillor Crawley about this proposal, as it 
was necessary to ensure that the posts used were suitable and that there would be 
no issues with these being installed by the Parish Council. It was noted that Mr 
Piggott had not raised any objection to the work being undertaken. 

(f)  Minute 12 – Mid beds Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan 

The Clerk said that Chris Briggs, Strategic Planning manager at St Albans District 
Council was not currently preparing a Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan. Instead, 
officers were establishing the most appropriate way forward in the context of the 
national planning Policy for Traveller Sites. 

5. Parking problems at the rear of 429 Luton Road 

The Chairman welcomed Peter Gilman and Eileen Ruttley to the meeting. 

Following further discussion it was agreed to proceed with the previously agreed 
proposal to erect two signs (see Minute 3 of the minutes of 26 March 2013 for 
details) designed to ensure that residents in Luton Road could gain access to their 
properties. This was subject to the cost of provision and installation being 
approved. 

It was RESOLVED that subject to the costs being agreed, two signs be ordered and 
that the Chairman and Mr Gilman agree on the precise location. 

6. Receipts and Payments Accounts for the Year ending 31 March 2013 

As required under the audit regulations, the members of the Parish Council 
considered the Receipts and Payments Accounts for the year ending 31 March 
2013. 

It was RESOLVED that the Accounts of Harpenden Rural Parish Council for the year 
ended 31 March 2013 be approved and that the Chairman be authorised to sign the 
Receipts and Payments Account and the Annual Return. 

7. London Luton Airport Planning Application 

There was no new information to report 
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8. Council Insurance Renewal 

The Clerk reported that the premium quoted by Aon Insurance for 2013/14, at 
£456.56, was 5% lower than the previous year. Aon had also offered to reduce this 
by a further 5% in 2014/15 if a commitment was given to remain with that company 
for a further three years. 

This proposal was discussed but it was felt that rather than commit to Aon for three 
more years, it would be preferable to see what else was available in the market in 
order to judge whether the current premium paid was competitive. 

The Chairman said he would raise the matter at the meeting of the St Albans and 
District Association of Local Councils to be held the following evening. 

9. Hertfordshire Association of Parish and Town Councils 

The Clerk said that the subscription for 2013/14 was due to the Hertfordshire 
Association of Parish and Town Councils in the sum of £260.77. This was marginally 
more than the previous year, but was still good value for money. 

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council’s membership subscription for 2013/14 to 
HATPC in the sum of £260.77 be approved. 

10. Planning applications and decisions to 15 May 2013 

The Parish Council considered planning applications and decisions covering the 
period to 10 May 2013.  

 
11. Cheque authorisations 

The following cheques were approved and authorised: 
 
(i) St Nicholas PCC – Hire of room – 20 May 2013 – £10.00 
(ii) Aon Insurance 2013/14 - £456.56 
(iii) Open Spaces Society subscription - £45.00 
(iv) Hertfordshire Association of Parish and Town Councils - £260.77 
(v) TBS Hygiene dog waste collection Jan to March - £74.88 
(vi) TBS Hygiene dog waste collection Feb to June 2012 - £126.72 (replacement 

cheque) 
 
 12. Development in Derwent Road 
 

The meeting considered some evidence from a local resident alleging that a new 
property in Derwent Road had taken Common Land as part of its back garden. The 
Chairman said he would raise this matter at the meeting of the Association the 
following evening to seek advice as to the best way to take the matter forward. 

 
 13. Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held in September 2013. Date  to be 
confirmed. 

 
There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.33pm 
 
 
Clerk to the Council        Chairman 


