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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 
 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church 
Hall, on Tuesday 26 March starting at 7.30pm 
 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres and Mrs P 
Bell. 

 
Apologies for absence: Councillors Newby-Ricci and Watson. 

 
Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk).  
 

1. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 January 2013 were approved. 
 

2. Matters arising 

(a)  Minute 2 - Matters Arising – Internal Audit Fee 

The Clerk said that he had made some initial inquiries with the Herts Association of 
Parish and Town Councils and it looks as if it would be possible to obtain a cheaper 
quote for the internal audit. They had suggested Hertfordshire Audit Services 
although to date a response from that organisation had not been received.  A 
decision on the internal auditors could be made at the May meeting 

(b)  Minute 2 – Matters Arising 

No further information had been received from the District Council on the 
Community Right to bid. The Clerk said he would email Carl Cheevers. 

(c)  Minute 13 – Chicken Run 

It was noted that the chicken run was still in place, even though it was illegal to 
fence common land. There was a possibility it would be moved to the front garden 
of one of the houses in Luton Road. It was agreed that this matter be kept under 
review. 

3. Parking problems at the rear of 429 Luton Road 

The Clerk said that he had identified a website called signbuilder.co.uk that would 
produce signs to order. 

It was agreed that a quote for producing and installing two aluminium signs with a 
white background and black writing containing the words  ‘No Parking .Do not 
obstruct access opposite.  Harpenden Rural Parish Council’, be obtained. 

It was RESOLVED that  

(i) the Clerk give details of the signs to Mrs Ayres so that she could obtain the 
agreement of the landowner, John Piggott 
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(ii) the Clerk run the proposed wording past Mr Gilman. 

4. Parish website 

The Clerk said that the Parish Council website was now up and running at 
harpendenruralpc.org.uk. The costs of designing and setting up the site together 
with hosting fees for two years had come  to £300 and Councillor Maxine Crawley 
had confirmed that she would  meet this cost from her locality budget if she was 
re-elected on 2 May 2013. The Clerk said that he was learning to upload and amend 
information to the website using Wordpress software and so there wouldn’t be any 
ongoing maintenance costs.  Furthermore, the Clerk’s brother has handled all the 
design work and the results were better and the costs lower than any available 
commercial package aimed at small Parish Councils. 

It was RESOLVED that  

(i) the Clerk email the URL of the website to Parish Councillors for final comment 
before making the website details available to other Parish Councils and the 
District Council 

(ii) when the grant was received from the County Council, and subject to an invoice 

being received, payment of £200 be made to Mr G Reading for setup and design 
costs of the Parish website 

5. London Luton Airport Planning Application 

The Chairman said that it was now likely that the planning application to expand 
London Luton Airport would be called in and that the response to the application 
made by Harpenden Town Council was professional and very well written. 

The District Council was considering the application that evening and was likely to 
submit an objection. The Chairman said that he had received a response from the 
Department for Communities and Local Government. 

6. Car Parking problem 

The Council considered the issue raised by Mr Millar regarding an unofficial lay-by 
that had appeared on common land next to in Common Lane.  It was agreed that 

the hoped for improvement in the situation following the completion of the Green 
Lawns development had not taken place and that  the solution would be to install 
posts with reflectors at  metre intervals to prevent parking. If this was successful 
then some reinstatement of the verge might be the next step. 

It was agreed that it would be necessary to consult with Mr Piggott as the owner of 
the land. 

It was RESOLVED that 

(i) the Clerk contact Councillor Crawley to see whether the cost of erecting signs 
could be met from the County’s Highways budget 

(ii) Councillor Mrs Ayres contact the landowner, Mr John Piggott to see whether he 
had any comments on the action proposed by the Parish Council 

7. St Albans and District Association of Local Councils 

It was noted that no representative of the Parish Council had attended the meeting 
of the St Albans and District Association of Local Councils held on 6 February 2013. 
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The Clerk said he would check to see if he had received the minutes of this 
meeting and if so would circulate them for information. 

8. Herts. Community Development Agency  - subscription 

The Chairman said that the Herts. Community Development Agency, which 
described itself as the Rural Champion for Communities in Hertfordshire, had 
written to the Clerk inviting the Parish to subscribe at a cost of £30 pa. It was not 
felt that the Parish Council would derive any value from the subscription, but it 
had been placed on the agenda for decision. 

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council should not subscribe to the Herts. 
Community Development Agency. 

9. Planning applications and decisions to 10 March 2013 

The Parish Council considered planning applications and decisions covering the 
period to 10 March 2013. It was noted that there was currently very little planning 
activity in the Parish. 
 
Mrs Ayres reported on building works that were taking place at 2 properties in 

Kinsbourne Green Lane. 
 
10. Cheque authorisations 

The following cheques were approved and authorised: 
 

     (i)St Nicholas PCC – Hire of room – 20 March 2013 – £10.00 

(ii)Information Commissioner - £35.00 
(iii)TBS Hygiene- £74.88 
(iv) A J Reading (re LCN web hosting) £102.00 

 
11. Parish Conference – 18 June 2013 
 

The Chairman said that he would be attending the next Parish conference on 18 
June 2013. 

 
12. Mid Beds Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan 
 

The Clerk said that he had received an email from Mid Beds District Council 
inviting comments on their draft Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan.  

 
It was RESOLVED that  
 
(i) details be circulated to all Parish Councillors 

(ii) the Clerk ask Councillor Maxine Crawley if St Albans District Council had a 
similar Plan. 

 
 13. Other Matters 
 

It was noted that the car park at the South Eastern corner of Kinsbourne Green 
Common had been resurfaced by the Town Council. 
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UK Power Networks were in the process of running a cable from an existing cable 
joint in Derwent Road down to another existing cable joint in the road outside the 
substation on Annables Lane. 

 

The Chairman said that an anonymous letter had been put through the letterboxes 
of a number of houses in Annables Lane seeking support for the gritting of 
Annables Lane and Watery lane. 

 
The Parish Council supported the proposal, but not the fact that the letters were 
anonymous. 

 
14. Date of next meeting 

It was suggested that the next meeting be held on Monday 20 May 2013. The Clerk 
would email everyone to see if that was suitable. 
 
 
 

 
There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to the Council       Chairman 


