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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 
 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church 
Hall, on Monday 14 January 2013 starting at 7.30pm 
 

Present:   Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres, Mrs P Bell 
and Tony Newby-Ricci. 

 
Apology for absence: Councillor Watson. 

 
Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk). Councillor Ms M Crawley. 

Peter Gilman and Helen May - local residents 
 

1. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 22 October 2012 were approved. 
 

2. Matters arising 

(a)  Minute 2 . Matters Arising – Internal Audit Fee 

The Clerk said that he had made some initial inquiries with the Herts Association of 
Parish and Town Councils and it looks as if it would be possible to obtain a cheaper 
quote for the internal audit. The intention was to bring a recommendation to the 
next meeting. 

(b) Minute 3 – Parking problems at the rear of 429 Luton Road 

The Clerk said that he had now obtained a copy of the application for the 
registration of land as common land at Kinsbourne Green Common together with a 
map showing the common boundary. The application had been made in 1967 by Mr 
George Parker, the then Clerk to the Council. This was useful historical 
information. 

(c)  Minute 5 – Localism/Parish Charter Update 

No further information had been received from the District Council on the 
Community Right to bid. 

(d)  Localism Act – Adoption of Code of Conduct 

The Clerk circulated Register of Members Interest forms and asked that they be 
returned to him. 

3. Parking problems at the rear of 429 Luton Road 

The Chairman welcomed Peter Gilman and Helen May to the meeting who reported 
further on problems caused by cars parking in the unmade track behind properties 
in Luton Road and adjacent to the triangle of land rented from John Pigott. 
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The Parish Council considered various options for addressing the problem and 
agreed that signs be purchased and installed in the two car parking bays that had 
been carved out of the common stating that parking was not permitted (wording to 
be confirmed) 

4. Councillor Maxine Crawley 

The Chairman welcomed Councillor Maxine Crawley to the meeting. 

Ms Crawley reported that she had chaired a scrutiny committee at County level 
dealing with the County Council’s relationship with Parish Councils and the 
decisions that had come out of that review, namely recommendations for joint 
training and making the County Council more accessible. Ms Crawley said that in 
the spirit of this, she was always available to contact on matters of Parish Council 
concern. 

Ms Crawley reported on the recent planning application to expand Luton Airport 
and said that it would be useful to liaise with other Council such as Flamstead and 
Dacorum to present a united front. Harpenden Town Council was likely to be a key 
partner in this context. Comments on the planning  application were invited by 18 
February 2013. 

The Parish Council was of the view that it should join with other local Councils in 
opposing the application. The impact on the local infrastructure and traffic 
congestion had been largely ignored in the application and there was a clear 
conflict of interest with Luton Borough Council having ownership of the airport and 
also having the power to determine the application. 

Ms Crawley also updated the Parish Council on the District Council’s progress in 
approving a new Strategic Plan and the fact that the delay in doing so left the 
District vulnerable to development in the Green Belt. 

5. Parish Website 

The Clerk said that he was waiting for a quotation for the design of a website for 
the Parish Council in order that work could start in the near future. The Chairman 
thanked Councillor Crawley who had offered to meet the cost of designing the 
website and meeting the initial hosting costs out of her locality budget in the event 
of her being re-elected as a County Councillor in May 2013. The Clerk said that he 
thought the whole project, including hosting costs for two years, would be less 
than £500. 

6. Parish Precept and risk assessment 

The Parish considered the proposed precept for 2013/14 taking into account the 
level of expenditure for the current year and the additional one off costs of 
installing posts around the triangle of land rented from Mr Pigott, and the ongoing 
costs of maintaining two dog bins. It was noted that the balance of the current 
account would, taking into account expected expenditure, fall to around £700 by 
the year end. 

The Parish Council conducted a risk review and agreed that the risks for the Parish 
Council were addressed through the insurance cover with Aon which provided cover 
for Public, Products and Employer’s Liability, loss of money, Fidelity Guarantee 
and Legal Expenses, together with the Financial Regulations adopted in 2006 and 
the Standing Orders adopted in 2011. 



3 
 

It was RESOLVED that the Parish precept for 2013/14 be provisionally set at £3950 
and that the District Council be notified accordingly 

7. Car Parking problem 

It was noted that the Green Lawns development was all but complete and that the 
issue of the cars parking in a space at The Common, should be considered further 
at the next meeting. 

8. St Albans and District Association of Local Councils 

Councillor Mrs Bell reported on the meeting of the Association held on 30 October 
2012. Carl Cheevers had been in attendance and the meeting had covered matters 
such as the Community Right to Bid. 

The Clerk said that he would circulate the minutes of that meeting by email. 

9. Parish Charter Update 

The Clerk said that he had recently received the updated Parish Charter and that 
the amendments made were relatively minor. 

10. Planning applications and decisions to 5 January 2013 

The Parish Council considered planning applications and decisions covering the 
period to 5 January 2013. It was noted that there was currently very little activity. 
 

11.Cheque  authorisations 

The following cheques were approved and authorised: 
 

     (i)St Nicholas PCC – Hire of room – 14 January 2013 – £20.00 
(ii)Hertfordshire County Council - £20.00 
(iii)Townsend Nursery - £138.00 

 
12. Luton Airport Planning Application 
 

It was noted that the planning application to increase capacity to 18 million 
passengers a year had been received by Luton Borough Council and that the 
consultation period for the application closed on 18 February 2013. (See minute 
4). It was noted that Hertfordshire County Council had written to the Secretaries 
of State for Transport and communities and Local Government asking that the 
application be referred to the Secretary of State as a nationally important 
infrastructure project. 

 
The Chairman said that he would draft a response to the consultation on behalf of 
the Parish Council. 

 
13. Chicken Run 
 

Councillor Mrs Ayres reported on a chicken run that had appeared on the common 
at the rear of properties in Luton Road and near to where the parking problem 
existed    (minute 3 refers). Mr Pigott had been notified and his view was that an 
application had to be made to the Department of the Environment for permission 
to enclose on common land. 
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The Clerk said he would contact the Herts Association of Parish and Town Councils 
for their advice on this matter 

14.Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held at the end of March 2013 – date to be 
confirmed. 

 
Note: It was subsequently agreed that the meeting be held on Tuesday 26 March 
2013 at 7.30pm 
 
 
 
 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 9.20pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to the Council       Chairman 


