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HARPENDEN RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

 
 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church 
Hall, on Monday 22 October 2012 starting at 7.30pm 
 

Present:   Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres, Mrs P Bell 
and Tony Newby-Ricci. 

 
Apology for absence: Councillor Watson. 

 
Also in attendance: Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk). Carl Cheevers and Peter 

Gilman 
 

1. Minutes 

Subject to the deletion of the word ‘Tuesday’ and the substitution of the word 
‘Monday’ in minute 18, the minutes of the meeting held on 8 May 2012 were 
approved. 
 

2. Matters arising 

(a) Minute 4 (d) - Job description and contract –Parish Clerk 

Further to the discussions at the last meeting a contract of employment for the 
Parish Clerk was signed by the Chairman 

(b) Minute 6 - Receipts and Payments Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2012 

The Clerk said that BDO, the External Auditors, had advised that because the 
Accounts had been prepared on a receipts and payments basis, adjustments should 
not be made for accruals at the year end and should only disclose actual receipts 
and payments made during the year to 31 March.  

The only matter raised by the Internal Audit was a suggestion that receipt of the 
report be recorded in the minutes. 

It was RESOLVED that 

(i) the Internal Audit report for 2011/12 be noted 

(ii) the Clerk make inquiries to see whether the Internal Audit fee charged by HW 
Controls and Assurance was competitive 

(iii) the Annual return for 2011/11 be approved and accepted 

(iv) the accounts for future years be prepared in accordance with the proper 
practices as prescribed in the Practitioners’ Guide. 
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(c) Minute 9 – Problem of parking on the verge adjacent to Kinsbourne Green 
Common 

Mrs Bell said that the costs of installing small posts, as discussed at the last 
meeting, would be about £145. This was felt to be reasonable although it was felt 
that once the Green Lawns development had finished, then the problem of 
contactors’ vehicles using the small car park adjacent to the mini roundabout 
should cease, which in turn might mean there was no need for individuals to park 
on the verge. So there was no need to take any action in the short run. 

There was a risk that visitors to Green Lawns would start using the car park, as the 
two hour waiting restriction was not enforced. 

3. Parking problems at the rear of 429 Luton Road 

The Chairman welcomed Peter Gilman to the meeting who reported on problems 
caused by cars parking in the unmade track behind properties in Luton Road and 
adjacent to the triangle of land rented from John Pigott that was making it 
difficult for him to manoeuvre in and out of the specially created car port at the 
end of his garden. 

There were two possible solutions. The first was that an oval shaped part of the 
track which was used for parking, be incorporated into the triangle of land rented 
by the Parish Council with posts placed to prevent parking. The second solution 
was to add further posts along the track to prevent parking by office workers. 

The Chairman queried whether Mr Gilman had right of access to the rear of 
property as this meant driving over common land. However, it was possible the 
deeds of individual properties gave this right and Mr Gilman said he would check 
his own Deeds. If there was no specific rights stated, then it was possible that 
usage over many years would constitute the same thing. 

It was agreed that it would be helpful to be able to see if the boundary of the 
Common could be more clearly defined. The Land Registry might be able to assist 
and the Clerk agreed to make inquiries. 

4.  Installation of Posts at Kinsbourne Green Common 

Mrs Ayres reported that wooden posts had been installed around the triangle of 
land rented by the Parish Council and that local residents seemed to be pleased 
with this action. 

The Clerk said that he had obtained legal advice from the Herts Association of 
Parish and Town Councils on the responsibilities for securing the land. 

It was not possible to be sure that the agreement entered into with Mr Pigott was a 
lease as the documentation was no longer among Parish records. However, it was 
likely to be a lease, in which case fencing the land was the Parish Council’s 
responsibility. 

5. Localism/Parish Charter update 

The Chairman welcomed Carl Cheevers, Principal Partnership and Engagement 
Officer, St Albans District Council, to the meeting. 

Mr Cheevers said that the Parish Charter was, as reported at the Parish 
Conference, being refreshed. The general agreement was that it was working well. 
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It was likely to be in final form for adoption at the next meeting and a track 
changed version would be sent to the Clerk. 

Under the Localism Act there was a Community Right to bid so that local 
authorities and community groups would have the right to nominate certain assets 
that they would have a priority to bid for should they come up for sale. 

The Chairman thought that the only asset that the Parish Council might be 
interested in bidding for was Kinsbourne Green Common and then only if it became 
available at a very modest price and subject to prior notification to Mr Pigott. Mr 
Cheevers said that the District Council would be setting out the plans/timescales 
for rolling out the Community Right to Bid towards the end of the year/early 2013. 

In response to questions, Mr Cheevers said that he would also pass on to the Clerk 
the name and details for the PCSO for Harpenden North and the Area manager for 
Herts Highways. It would be useful to have a Highways representative to a future 
meeting together with a map of Roads in the Parish. 

6. Parish Website 

The Clerk said that he had made some inquiries of other Parish Councils in the 
District. London Colney had paid £1000 for the design of their new website and 
would be paying an annual hosting fee of £201 and £200 for updates. It was agreed 
that this was too much money for the Parish Council. Mr Cheevers said that as a 
result of a reorganisation at the District Council, the Council was no longer able to 
host Parish websites. 

The Clerk said he would make inquiries of other small Parish Councils. Mrs Bell said 
she would ask the Councils for advice at the meeting of the St Albans and District 
Association on 30 October. 

7. Localism Act - Adoption of Code of Conduct 

The Clerk said that section 27 of the Localism Act 2011, required the Parish Council 
to adopt a Code of Conduct to promote and maintain high standards of behaviour 
when conducting the business of the Council. The Code that had been prepared 
and circulated was based on a template provided by the District Council. 

It was RESOLVED that the Code of Conduct for Harpenden Rural Parish Council as 
circulated be adopted with immediate effect and that a copy be sent to the 
Monitoring Officer at St Albans City and District Council. 

8. Parish Conference – 9 October 2012 

The Chairman reported on the Parish Conference held on 9 October. This had 
included workshops on the localisation of Council tax support and the draft 
Strategic Local plan which set out the District Council’s long term planning 
strategy. This document was some way from being finalised with the detailed local 
plan due out for consultation in late 2013 with adoption projected for early 2014. 

Each Parish Council had set out their individual priorities. Harpenden Rural's were 
the greenbelt, expansion at London Luton Airport and a parish website. 

The Chairman said he would contact the person who had prepared information on 
localised Council tax support. 
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9. Dealing with illegal and unauthorised encampments 

The Parish Council noted advice put together by Mike Lovelady and previously 
circulated on dealing with illegal and unauthorised encampments. It was agreed 
that this was a useful point of reference. 

10. Future of London Luton Airport – Consultation 

The Clerk circulated an email from Mr and Mrs Sharples on the consultation over 
the expansion of London Luton Airport. It was noted that this email had been sent 
to several organisations and individuals and the Clerk was asked to reply saying 
that the Parish Council had registered its concern on the grounds of congestion, 
lack of infrastructure and lack of independence of parties involved. 

The Parish Council also discussed a recent proposal in the local press to build a new 
airport with four runways at Luton Hoo that would ‘solve’ the under capacity 
problem in the South East. 

11. Planning applications and decisions to 10 October 2012 

The Parish Council considered planning applications and decisions covering the 
period to 10 October 2012. 
 

12.Model Publication Scheme 

The Clerk circulated the updated Model Publication Scheme. This was noted and 
approved. 
 

13.Cheque  authorisations 

The following cheques were approved and authorised: 
 

(i) St Nicholas PCC – Hire of room – 22 October 2012 – £25.00 
(ii) TBS Hygiene - £74.88 
(iii) BDO - £60.00 
(iv) Townsend Nursery - £750.00 
(v) Townsend Nursery  - £168.00 
(vi) Townsend Nursery - £84.00 
(vii) TSB Hygiene - £126.72 
(viii) J Pigott - £1.00 

 
14.Councillor Maxine Crawley 

The Clerk said that Councillor Maxine Crawley, District Councillor for Redbourn and 
County Councillor for St Albans Rural, had asked if there were any roads that Parish 
Councillors were concerned about as she needed to submit next year’s highways 
locality budget by the end of October. 

It was noted that there were potholes in Kinsbourne Green lane near the golf club 
and in the main road near ‘Whitewalls’ 

Councillor Crawley also chaired a scrutiny committee at County level dealing with 
the County’s relationship with Parish Councils and was willing to share the outcome 
with the Parish. 

It was AGREED that Councillor Crawley be invited to the next meeting. 
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15.Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held on Monday 14 January 2013. 
 
 
 
There being no other business the meeting ended at 9.45pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to the Council       Chairman 


