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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s 
Church Hall, on Tuesday 8 May 2012 starting at 7.30pm 
 

Present:   Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres, Mrs P Bell 
and Tony Newby-Ricci. 

 
Apologies for absence: Councillor Watson. 

 
Also in attendance:  Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk). 
 

1. Appointment of Chairman 

It was RESOLVED that Mr S Dent be appointed Chairman of the Parish Council for 
the ensuing year. 
 

2. Appointment of Vice-Chairman 

It was RESOLVED that Mr A Newby-Ricci be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish 
Council for the ensuing year. 
 

3. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 16 January were approved. 
 

4. Matters arising 

(a) Minute 3 - Parish Precept 2012/13 and risk assessment 
The Clerk tabled a schedule of precepts for band ‘D’ properties for all Parish 
Councils and the Town Council, for 2012/13. 
 

(b) Minute 5 - Planning Applications and Decisions – 10 October 2011 to 10 January 2012 
The Clerk tabled a Parish map together with a list of streets. 
The District Council had now supplied a laptop following the decision of the 
District Council to stop supplying hard copies of planning applications. However 
it would be helpful if there was wireless internet access at St Mary’s Church 
Hall and the Clerk said he would pursue this with the District Council. 
 

(c) Minute 7 - St Albans District Association of Local Councils 
Mrs Ayres said that following investigation it had become apparent that the 
Community Grant Fund was not suitable for the 9th Harpenden Scouts given that 
work on their new scout hut was not due to start until 2013. Hopefully new 
grants would be available then. 
 

(d)  Minute 8 – Job Description and Contract Parish Clerk 
The Chairman said that the contract had now been finalised and that a version 
would be available at the next meeting for signature. 
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5. Guest Speaker – Carl Cheevers, Principal Partnership and Engagement Officer 

The Clerk said that Mr Cheevers had been unable to attend the meeting for 
personal reasons and had sent his apologies.  However, Mr Cheevers had offered to 
attend the next meeting of the Parish Council. 
 

6. Receipts and payments Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2012 

As required under the audit regulations, the members considered the Receipts and 
Payments Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2012. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Accounts of Harpenden Rural Parish Council for the year 
ended 31 March 2012 be approved and that the Chairman be authorised to sign the 
Receipts and Payments Account and the Annual Return. 
 

7. Meeting of the St Albans and District Association of Parish Councils – 1 May 2012 

Councillor Mrs Bell reported on the meeting held the previous week in Sandridge. 
 
The Association had been advised of a forthcoming re-organisation of Herts 
Highways and the establishment of a working party to consider the role of the City 
Forum. 
 
The main item of business had been a presentation from District Solicitor, Mike 
Lovelady on the new Code of Conduct due to be implemented in July 2012 with the 
Register of Interests being held by Mr Lovelady. However, further details were still 
awaited. There would be training arranged in the summer for Parish Councillors. 
 
Wheathampstead Parish was conducting an initiative in the Parish to catch 
speeding motorists and it was agreed that it would be useful to obtain feedback on 
the success of this. 
 
Harpenden Rural Parish had been invited to host a meeting of the Association and 
it was felt that holding this in the summer of 2013 would be best time. 
 

8. Parish Conference – 6 March 2012 

The Chairman reported on the last Parish Conference which had been judged a 
success.  
 

9. Problem of parking on the verge adjacent to Kinsbourne Green Common 

The Clerk said that he had received a communication from local resident, Mr Miller, 
about the problem of cars parking on the verge adjacent to the common and asking 
the Council whether there was any action that could be taken. The Clerk said that 
District Council had confirmed that there were no byelaws regulating use of the 
Common. Mr Miller had suggested that posts could be placed in the verge to prevent 
parking, although John Piggott would have to agree to the four posts that would 
probably be needed. 
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The Chairman said that the problem had probably been exacerbated by the 
development taking place at Green Lawns with contractors’ vehicles taking all 
available space in the adjacent public car park. 
 
Mrs Bell said that the Spring Road Residents Association had recently had some posts 
with reflectors installed and said she would find out the costs and specification. 
 
It was AGREED that the Clerk send Mr Miller a holding reply pointing out the current 
problem might be exacerbated by the current development at Green Lawns, but 
saying that the Parish Council was looking at the costs of having posts installed. 
 

10. Future of London Luton Airport 

The Chairman said that he had responded to the consultation on behalf of the 
Parish Council and had stressed three points as follows:  
 

 The inadequacy of the current infrastructure and road connections 

 Potential noise from significantly expanded operations 

 The conflict of interest that Luton Council had by virtue of the potential of 
£25m additional revenue 

 
There had been some excellent submissions, in particular from LADACAN and 
Harpenden Town Council. 

11. Council Insurance Renewal  

The Clerk said that the Parish Council’s Insurance Renewal had been received and 
that the premium had increased from £476.47 to £483.38 to reflect the insurance 
of an additional dog waste bin 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council’s insurance renewal premium for 2012/13 
with Aon Limited in the sum of £483.38 be approved. 
 

12. Hertfordshire Association of Parish and Town Councils 

The Clerk said that the subscription for 2012/13 was due to the Hertfordshire 
Association of Parish and Town Councils in the sum of £258.45 
 
The Clerk said that this was a small increase on 2011/12. However, this 
organisation had provided a great deal of help in the last year and he felt that 
membership was extremely worthwhile. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council’s membership subscription for 2012/13 to 
HAPTC in the sum of £258.45 be approved. 
 

13. Planning applications and decisions to 1 May 2012 

The Parish Council considered planning applications and decisions covering the 
period to 1 May 2012. 
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14. Model Publication Scheme 

The Clerk said that he had made some minor amendments to this and would bring 
copies to the next meeting. 
 

15. Cheque authorisations 

The following cheques were approved and authorised: 
 

(i) St Nicholas PCC – Hire of room – 9 May 2012 – £15.00 
(ii) Open Spaces Society subscription 2012/13 - £40.00 
(iii) Aon Insurance  2012/13 – £483.38 
(iv) AJ Reading – Purchase of domain name - £7.20 
(v) HAPTC - £258.45 
(vi) AJ Reading – Salary and Expenses year ended 31 March 2011 – £917 
(vii) HMRC Tax and National Insurance - A J Reading - £505 

 

 

16. Speed and weight of traffic on Annables lane 

The Parish Council discussed the issue of the speed and weight of traffic using 
Annables Lane and the question of whether this traffic was getting heavier and 
faster. Were there any options for traffic calming? 
 
It was AGREED that in order to take this forward, a representative from 
Hertfordshire Highways should be invited to the next meeting to discuss options. In 
addition, the scheme being trialed in Wheathampstead should be monitored. 
 

17. Luton Airport – night time flights 

The Parish Council discussed the question, raised by Councillor Watson, of a 
possible increase in night time flights passing over the Parish in recent months. It 
was noted that Redbourn Parish Council had raised a similar question with Luton 
airport but had not made a great deal of headway.  
 
It was AGREED that it be suggested to Councillor Watson that he look at 
information on this topic on the Redbourn Parish Council website. 
 

18. Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held on Monday 22 October 2012. 
 
There being no other business the meeting ended at 9.10pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to the Council       Chairman 


