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Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Bell Room, St Mary’s Church 

Hall, on Monday, 16 January 2012 starting at 7.30pm 

 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dent (Chairman), Mrs P Ayres, Mrs P Bell, Newby-Ricci 

and Watson 

 

 

Also in attendance:  Andrew Reading (Parish Clerk)  

 

 

1. Minutes 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 October 2011 were approved. 

 

2. Matters Arising 

 

(a) Audit for the year ended 31 March 2011 

 

The Clerk said that Coalition government planned, in 2012, to abolish regulations 

that currently allowed Councils to pay retirement gratuities 

 

3. Parish Precept 2012/13 and risk assessment 

 

The Parish considered the proposed precept for 2012/13 taking into account the 

level of expenditure for the current year. It was noted that expenditure was 

running at a lower level than in the previous year due primarily to lower costs for 

grass cutting and the one-off gratuity payment paid to the previous Parish Clerk. 

 

In view of the difficult economic climate it was felt that the precept should remain 

unchanged for 2012/13. 

 

The Parish Council conducted a risk review and agreed that the risks for the Parish 

were addressed through the insurance cover with Aon which provided cover for 

Public, Products and Employer’s liability, loss of money, Fidelity Guarantee and 

Legal Expenses, together with the Financial Regulation adopted in 2006 and the 

Standing Orders adopted in 2011. 

 

It was RESOLVED that  

 

(i) the Parish precept for 2012/13 be set at £3750 and that the District Council be 

notified accordingly 
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(ii) the Clerk try and identify the cost of the precept on a per household basis with 

a view to comparing this with the precept in the other Parishes in the St Albans 

District. 

 

4. The Localism Act – Policy Briefing 

 

The Clerk said that the Localism Act received Royal Assent on 15 November 2011. 

The Act sets out a series of measures with the potential to achieve a shift of power 

away from central government and towards local people with new rights and 

powers for communities and individuals. 

 

Different parts of the Act would come into force at different times and the Clerk 

would monitor communications and guidance received from the Herts Association 

of Parish and Town Councils. 

 

The very limited resources of the Parish Council meant that it would be very 

difficult to envisage taking on additional responsibilities. 

 

5. Planning Applications and Decisions – 10 October 2011 to 10 January 2012 

 

The Parish Council considered planning applications and decisions covering the 

period to 12 January 2012. One update since the schedule was circulated was 

reported on by the Clerk – namely the refusal of use of 8 car parking spaces for car 

valeting services at Harpenden Rugby Club. Several Parish Councillors said it would 

be useful to see what roads fell within the Parish. 

 

It was noted there was an ongoing debate on the question of Parish Councils being 

allowed to call in planning applications. 

 

The Clerk said that the District Council planned to go ahead in the spring with its 

proposals to stop sending hard copies of planning applications to each Parish 

Council and replace this with an electronic system. The Clerk said that he had 

asked the District Council to supply him with a 3G enabled laptop to bring to Parish 

Council meetings so that plans could be viewed.  

 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk bring a map of the Parish to Parish Council 

meetings and supply Parish Councillors with copies of the Register of electors 

 

6. Rural Vision Project Group Meeting – January 2012 

 

Councillor Dent said that the next meeting of the Rural Vision project would be 

held later that week and that he planned to attend. Feedback would provided at 

the next meeting of the Parish Council. 

 

7. St Albans District Association of Local Councils 

 

The Chairman reported on the meeting of the SADALC held on 10 January 2012. 
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There had been a discussion on a proposal by the Hertfordshire County Council to 

save money by turning off most street lights at midnight. In terms of the Parish, it 

was felt that there was a good case for the lighting at the crossroads to remain on 

later. 

 

Redbourn Parish had raised concerns about noise from aircraft from Luton Airport. 

In this connection it was noted that an announcement had just been made that 

London Luton Airport was about to release a consultation on increasing   passenger 

capacity from 11.5 mppa to 18 mppa using the existing runway and with its current 

boundary. A 12 week consultation would begin during the week commencing 23 

January 2012. Consultation with Councils would begin during the week commencing 

6 February. There would have to be significant improvements to road 

infrastructure – although this was badly needed. 

 

Carl Cheevers, Principal Partnerships and Engagement Officer at the District 

Council had suggested that he attend a future meeting of the Parish Council. The 

Clerk was asked to arrange this. 

 

Several of the Parish Councils would be actively undertaking Jubilee celebrations. 

It was unclear if the Spring Road Residents Association would be planning any event 

 

The Tullochside travellers’ site in Redbourn now had permission for 20 caravans. 

 

The District Council had given notice of a community grant fund of £75k.  

Applications had to be made through a voluntary organization. Mrs Ayres said that 

the 9th Harpenden Scouts should make an application. 

 

The next meeting of the Association would be held on 17 April at Sandridge. 

 

8. Job Description and Contract Parish Clerk 

 

The Clerk said that he had prepared a job description and Contract for the Parish 

Clerk position. The former had been circulated with the agenda papers while the 

latter had been given to the Chairman to consider. The Clerk said that both the job 

description and the contract had been based on a model prepared by HAPTC. 

 

The draft contract was based on points 18 to 22 of the LC1 Scale which was the 

substantive benchmark range for a small Parish Council.  Mr Reading said that he 

allowed for 2.5 hours work a week although this was less than the minimum of four 

hours recommended by HAPTC. The Chairman said that he had asked several 

questions about the contract and these had been answered by the Clerk 

 

It was RESOLVED that 

 

(i)  The Job Description for the position of Parish Clerk be approved 

 

(ii)  The Chairman finalise the contract for signature and consult other Parish 

Councillors as necessary 
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9.  Dog Waste Bin 

 

The Clerk said that despite numerous attempts, he had been unable to contact 

John O’Connor about sending an invoice for dog waste collection from the bin at 

Kinsbourne Green Common. No invoice had been received since 2009, although it 

was clear the waste was being collected. 

 

However, more helpfully, TBS Hygiene, who had supplied this bin, had now offered 

to supply and install a similar 45 litre bin and root mounted post for £282.40 at a 

separate location in the Parish. There would be a weekly emptying cost of £2.40 

plus VAT. 

 

It was RESOLVED that  

 

(i) the proposal from TBS Hygiene to supply and install a 45 litre dog waste bin at a 

cost of £282.40 plus VAT be accepted, together with the cost of weekly 

emptying of £2.40 plus VAT, for each of the two bins in the Parish. 

 

(ii)  the Clerk and Chairman make arrangements for this decision to be actioned 

and that the Chairman agree the precise location of the new waste bin with 

TBS hygiene. 

 

10. Bank Accounts  

 

The Clerk said that the Parish Council had a current account and two savings 

accounts with Barclays Bank. It seemed unnecessary to have three bank accounts 

and the Clerk suggested that one of the savings accounts be closed with the 

balance being transferred to the second savings account. 

 

It was RESOLVED that one of the two savings accounts held by the Parish Council be 

closed and that the balance be transferred to the second savings account. 

 

 

11. Cheque authorisations 

 

The following cheques were approved and authorised: 

 

(i) St Nicholas PCC – hire of room – 16 January 2012- £15.00 

(ii) Townsend Nursery Grass cutting and leaf clearing- £122.40  
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12. Highways budget and Localism 

 

The Clerk reported that Councillor Maxine Crawley had advised that each County 

Councillor had a budget of £90,000 devolved to them in order to work with local 

communities to prioritise road and highway needs. Ms Crawley had invited the 

Parish Council to consider whether there was any small project where it might be 

suitable to use some of these funds. 

 

It was suggested that the provision of a salt bin at the junction of The Common and 

Kinsbourne Green Lane would be desirable and that this suggestion be put to 

Councillor Crawley. 

 

It was noted that there were several potholes on Kinsbourne Green lane near the 

golf course that should be reported 

 

 

13. Date of next meeting 

 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 8 May 2012 

 

 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 8.50 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Clerk to the Council       Chairman 


